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dharma talk of the season 

O n e t ime, a non-believer asked Shakyamuni Buddha : 

"I will a sk ne i ther wi th words n o r wi thou t words . W o u l d you tell m e w h a t ne i ther exis tence 

no r non-exis tence really m e a n s ? " 

B u d d h a kept a good silence. 

Seeing the good silence of Buddha , t he non-believer, wi th great admira t ion , said, "I a m t ruly grateful 

for your great compass ion, which awakened m y ignorance by clearing t h e da rk cloud over m y head ." 

The non-bel iever t h e n qui t t he place. 

W h e n the non-believer was gone, A n a n d a asked t h e Buddha , "What is t h a t m a d e the non-bel iever 

at tain en l igh tenment?" 

"It is like a ho r se of good b reed s tar t ing t o gallop a t t h e m e r e sight of t h e s h a d o w of a whip , " said t h e 

Buddha . 

If anyone whishes to k n o w t h e great compass ion of Buddha a n d the m e a n i n g of s h a d o w of his whip , 

t h e r e is on ly o n e t r u e w a y - t o t a k e u p a h w a d u a n d p r a c t i c e w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g . I te l l y o u t h e 

prac t i t ioners of retreat , it is totally vain t o k n o w t h e in ten t of t h e good silence of B u d d h a a n d t h e 

m e a n i n g of shadow of his whip . It is even m o r e absu rd to th ink tha t t he B u d d h a h a d actually ra ised a 

wh ip w h e n h e kept a good silence. 

If anyone is able t o b r eak th rough the i r h w a d u a n d realize t h e t rue m e a n i n g of all t hese quizzical 

happen ings , all t he great Patr iarchs u n d e r t he heaven would b e good fellow-practit ioners of t h a t n o n -

believer w h o ques t ioned Shakyamuni . However , if anyone is unab le t o realize t h e t r u e m e a n i n g of t h e 

good silence, even t h e m a n of great w i s d o m would no t b e any be l t e r t h a n t h a t non-bel iever in t h e 

W e s t e r n Heaven . A single eye of t h e B u d d h a h a s p e n e t r a t e d t h e t h r e e r ea lms , pas t , p re sen t , a n d 

future; a n d the two eyes of t he non-bel iever cut t h rough t h e five rea lms of Grea te r India. 

W h e n t h e non-bel iever a sked B u d d h a to answer ne i the r w i th w o r d s n o r w i thou t words , h e w a s 

asking the B u d d h a to say someth ing wi thout relying on "four proposi t ions" or " h u n d r e d negat ions ." 

T h e r e is a p ro to type of th i s case w h e n a m a n pa id a visit t o t h e Grea t C h a n M a s t e r M a z u Daoyi 

(709-788) a n d asked the Great Mas te r to answer t h e m e a n i n g of Patr iarch 's coming from the Wes t 

wi thout relying on "four proposi t ions" or "hund red negat ions ." 

All t he pract i t ioners of win te r re t reat should lock u p the door a n d practice h a r d s taking one ' s o w n 

life for a t ta ining en l igh tenment relying ne i ther o n "four proposi t ions" n o r o n "hund red negat ions ." 

A th in th read of lotus root topples Mt. Sumeru , 

And a t iny m u s t a r d seed is shaking great Heaven 

by raising t h u n d e r a n d l ightning. 

November 2551(2007) 
On the opening day of the Winter Retreat 

The Supreme Patriarch of the Jogye Order 
The Great Seon Master of Haeinsa Monastery 
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Sixtieth Commemorative Dharma Assemb 
for the Bongam-sa Temple 

The Bongam-sa Temple Pact organized in 1947 in 
Mungyeong-gun has a significant meaning for the Jogye 
Order. In addition to the revival of the traditional style and 
practice of Korean Buddhism which became dilapidated 
during the thirty-six years of Japanese colonial rule, it was 
actually the birth of Jogye Order of today. 
Translated by Young-eui Park (pyu6412@yahoo.co.kr) 

Resolution of the Revival of Traditional Practice 
by Self-purification and Contrition 
T h e Sixt ieth C o m m e m o r a t i v e D h a r m a Assembly for 

B o n g a m - s a Pac t for t h e revival of t r a d i t i o n a l p r a c ­

tice w a s he ld a t 11 o'clock o n t h e 19th of Oc tober at 

B o n g a m - s a T e m p l e o n M t . H u i y a n g , M u n g g y e o n g 

C o u n t y , N o r t h G y e o n g s a n g P r o v i n c e w i t h t h e a s ­

semblage of about 10,000 m o n k s a n d lay-people. 

T h e D h a r m a A s s e m b l y w a s s t a r t e d d u r i n g a l ight 

r a i n in t h e f ron t c o u r t y a r d of t h a t f a m o u s t e m p l e . 

After a brief repor t of t he p repara t ion of t he assembly, 

H a m h y e o n S e u n i m , A b b o t of B o n g a m - s a T e m p l e , 

r e a d t h e fo l lowing o p e n i n g a d d r e s s : " K o r e a n B u d ­

dh i sm today is beset wi th all k inds of grave prob lems , 

b o t h spi r i tual a n d mate r ia l , a n d w e t h e m e m b e r s of 

a s semb ly h e r e t o d a y feel t h e grea t responsibi l i ty for 

t h e crisis. T h e sweet rice porr idge h a s t u r n e d to a bi t ter 

d i e t a n d w e a r i n g a f ine D h a r m a - r o b e feels h e a v i e r 

t h a n the great moun ta in . W e h u m b l y accept t he criti­

c i s m a n d r e p r o o f f r o m b o t h w i t h i n t h e O r d e r a n d 

society, a n d I sincerely t h a n k for all t he par t ic ipants of 

a s s e m b l y h e r e t o d a y fo r a t t e n d i n g t h i s D h a r m a 

Assembly of Contri t ion." 

Fol lowing t h e r ead ing of t h e ru les of t e m p l e c o m -

^ J A N T E R N Winter 2007 5 

mailto:pyu6412@yahoo.co.kr


© special issue (i) 

B u d d h a s h o u l d b e prac t iced in o u r daily life. I n a d ­

d i t ion t o p e r s o n a l p rac t i ce of m e d i t a t i o n , chan t i ng , 

r e a d i n g t h e s u t r a , a n d r ec i t ing m a n t r a , e tc . , le t u s 

r e t u r n t h e fruit of o u r prac t ice by he lp ing o t h e r s as 

well as spreading t h e teachings of Buddha . Let u s s tar t 

a n e w era of t rue practice. Let u s always keep the t ra ­

dit ion of Bongam-sa Pact by observing its spirit whe r ­

ever we a re a n d whatever we do forever a n d ever. 

Third All t he fellow c o u n t r y m e n should b e faithful 

t o everyone 's duty. Polit icians shou ld b e loyal t o t h e 

count ry a n d happ iness of t h e people . G o v e r n m e n t of­

ficials shou ld also qui t commi t t i ng irregulari t ies a n d 

r e t u r n t o t h e i r d u t i e s of g o o d p u b l i c s e r v a n t s . T h e 

p r e s s s h o u l d a lways b e j u s t in convey ing t h e n e w s 

a n d t ry t o b r i n g a b o u t h a r m o n y of t h e p e o p l e . E n ­

t r e p r e n e u r s s h o u l d a lways h a v e a g r e a t r e g a r d for 

the i r employees a n d t h e employees , a great regard for 

the i r companies . This is t he only way we can bui ld a 

m u n a l life, t h e r e w a s a c o m m e m o r a t i o n a d d r e s s of 

Venerable J i gwan Seunim, t h e Jogye Order ' s Execu­

tive Director of Adminis t ra t ion: "People a re watching 

us wi th suspicious eyes, a n d before b laming the peo­

ple, we should reflect u p o n ourselves t o examine if we 

were t ruly faithful to ou r sacred du ty of pract ice a n d 

deliverance of c o m m o n folks. W e should also resolve 

ourse lves w h e t h e r w e shou ld s t r ive h a r d e r wi th in ­

domi tab le resolut ion for our u l t imate e n d of a t ta ining 

e n l i g h t e n m e n t o r follow t h e c u r r e n t of t h e t i m e for 

comfortable life, which is, of course, no t t he life of t rue 

pract i t ioners . This is w h y we a re he r e today—to reflect 

u p o n a n d re-resolve ourselves." 

J a s e u n g Seunim, C h a i r m a n of t he Central Council 

of Jogye Order , J e o n g h o Seunim, abbot of Yongju-sa 

T e m p l e a n d t h e Represen ta t ive of t h e H e a d s of t h e 

District M a i n Temples , a n d Kim Ui-jeong, Pres ident 

of t he Central Association of Laity, also gave speeches 

emphas iz ing ou r t rue repen tance a n d firm resolut ion 

t o follow t h e t each ings of B u d d h a t o i l l umina te t h e 

world. 

Succession of the Spirit of the Pact 
and Three Guiding Principles 
Hyeguk Seun im, t h e represen ta t ive of t h e h e a d d i s ­

ciples a t t h e na t i onwide Seon monas t e r i e s , r e ad t h e 

l e t t e r of r e s o l u t i o n for t h e C o m m e m o r a t i o n of t h e 

Sixtieth Anniversary of t h e Bongam-sa Pact wi th t he 

following th ree guiding principles: 

First Let u s b e faimful t o ou r sacred du ty of practice 

r e n o u n c i n g all t h e selfish e n d s a n d pe r sona l h o n o r . 

O u r p r imal du ty is a t ta ining en l ightenment . The laity 

shou ld also exult themse lves for a t t a i n m e n t of Bud-

d h a h o o d in addi t ion t o gua rd ing t h e Order . For t h e 

success of all these objectives, let u s p r o m o t e t h e im­

por tance of keeping the precepts a n d main ta in ing our 

confessional ceremonies . 

Second O u r daily a n d social life shou ld b e in ac­

cord wi th prac t ice . Teach ings a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 

b e a u t i f u l a n d h a p p y soc i e ty a n d e v e n a b e a u t i f u l 

wor ld . H y e g u k S e u n i m also e m p h a s i z e d t h a t all t h e 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s s h o u l d b e p a r a g o n s of h u m a n a n d 

h e a v e n l y b e i n g s . Fo l lowing t h e a d d r e s s of H y e g u k 

Seunim, Yeongjin Seun im, C h a i r m a n of t he Nat ional 

Association of H e a d Disciples of Monas te r ies r ead t h e 

let ter of peni tence. 

A m o n g t h e par t ic ipants of abou t 1,000 m o n k s a n d 

6 



9,ooo lay people were Beopjeon Seunim, t he S u p r e m e 

Pat r iarch of t h e Jogye Order , J i gwan Seunim, Execu­

tive Director of Adminis t ra t ion , a n d the m e m b e r s of 

t he Council of Elders such as J e o n g m u , W e o n m y e o n g , 

D o m u n , a n d Go-u Seun ims . 

Bongam-sa Pact - a Revolutionary Event 
in the History of Korean Buddhism 
T h e B o n g a m - s a Pac t o rgan i zed in 1947 b y a d o z e n 

y o u n g p r a c t i t i o n e r s a t B o n g a m - s a T e m p l e o n M t . 

Huiyang in Mungyeong Country, which was o n e of t he 

t r a d i t i o n a l " N i n e M o u n t a i n S e o n M o n a s t e r i e s " i n 

Korea, was a t u r n i n g po in t of t he reformat ion of t he 

m o d e r n Korean B u d d h i s m . At t h e t ime , t h e Korean 

B u d d h i s m was a lmost at t he bl ink of extinction d u e to 

600 yea r s of r e p r e s s i o n of B u d d h i s m b y Confucian 

ideology of t h e J o s e o n Dynasty a n d ensu ing 3 6 years 

of colonial rule of J a p a n e s e imperia l ism. 

U p o n l iberat ion from the J a p a n e s e colonial rule in 

1945, a g r o u p of y o u n g m o n k s such as C h e o n g d a m , 

Seongcheol , J a w u n , Bomun , Ubong, etc. m e t a n d or­

ganized a pac t to up roo t all k inds of b a d practice en ­

fo rced espec ia l ly b y t h e J a p a n e s e co lonia l g o v e r n ­

m e n t , such as m a r r i a g e of m o n k s , wi th t h e s logans , 

"Let u s r e tu rn to t h e p r imal du ty of pract i t ioners ," a n d 

"Let u s p rac t i ce acco rd ing t o t h e t e ach ings of Bud­

d h a . " I t w a s t ru ly a r evo lu t iona ry even t t o w a d s t h e 

br igh t future of Korean Buddh i sm. 

Historically, it p rovided a n occasion for t he purifi­

ca t ion of t h e S a n g h a a n d t h e r eo rgan i za t i on of t h e 

Jogye Order . Other notable changes were reformation 

of rules a n d ceremonies of t he Order , especially in t he 

a s p e c t s of r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of t h e s p i r i t of B u d d h i s t 

communi ty , revival of H w a d u medi ta t ion, t he regular 

observance of confessional ceremony, a n d h a r m o n y of 

t h e p r a c t i t i o n e r s . A n o t h e r r e s u l t of t h e p a c t w a s 

a d o p t i o n of s i x t e e n r u l e s of t h e c o m m u n a l life of 

m o n k s , which include t he following seven: 

1 Str ict o b s e r v a n c e of p r e c e p t s a n d t each ings of 

Patr iarchs for u l t imate a t t a inmen t of Buddhahood . 

2 Rejection of any doctr ine a n d system o the r t h a n 

the teachings of B u d d h a a n d Patr iarchs. 

3 S e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y a n d s u p p o r t b y m e n d a c i t y , 

working in t he field, a n d doing all t he daily chores 

b y oneself, n o ma t t e r h o w h a r d they migh t be . 

4 A comple te su r r ende r of dependence on income 

from the revenue a n d offerings of t he laity. 

5 D h a r m a robes shou ld b e coarse m a d e of e i ther 

cot ton or h e m p in grey color. 

6 Two h o u r s of daily labor at t he least. 

7 Read ing a n d reci tat ion of t h e comple te rules of 

d i s c i p l i n e of a B o d h i s a t t v a o n e v e r y f i r s t a n d 

fifteenth day of t he m o n t h . 

If anyone is negl igent of th is pract ice, t h a t pe r son 

s h a l l b e e x p e l l e d f r o m t h e c o m m u n a l life of h i s 

t emple . D 
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The 10th Korea-China-Japan Buddhist 
Fellowship Exchange Conference 
The 10th Korea-China-Japan Buddhist Fellowship Exchange Conference 
was held for three days from October 25th to 27th in Beijing, 
participated in by about 400 Buddhist leaders from the three countries. 

The theme of the conference was "Harmony of the World by Buddha's Wisdom," 
and it was followed by diverse supporting-programs. 
Translated by Young-eui Park(pyu64i2@yahoo.co.kr) 

Leaders Discuss the Buddhist Fellowship 
Exchange among the Three Countries 
The Buddhis t leaders of the t h r ee na t ions adop ted a 

j o i n t c o m m u n i q u e , a n d a s s e s s e d t h e s u c c e s s f u l 

achievement of t he previous th ree Buddhis t exchange 

m e e t i n g s a n d t e n e x c h a n g e confe rences o n c o o p e r ­

ation a n d advancemen t of Buddh i sm a m o n g the t h r ee 

countr ies in t h e pas t th i r teen years . The leaders further 

confi rmed the p r o m o t i o n of h a r m o n y a m o n g the Asian 

countr ies a n d contr ibut ion t o t he wor ld peace. This year 's 

conference especially emphas ized the impor t ance of wor ld 

peace, p e r h a p s because of t h e w a r in Iraq, t h e wor ldwide 

te r ror i sm, a n d t h e political un re s t in M y a n m a r . 

Venerab le J i -gwan Seun im, t he Jogye Order ' s Executive 

Director of Admin i s t r a t ion a n d C h a i r m a n of t h e Association 

of K o r e a n B u d d h i s t O r d e r s , d e l i v e r e d a m e s s a g e s a y i n g 

i n p a r t : " T h e w o r s t f o r m of p e a c e is b e t t e r t h a n t h e b e s t 

fo rm of w a r , " w i t h a q u o t a t i o n f rom t h e a n c i e n t s c r i p t u r e 

D h a r m a p a d a , o r t h e W a y of Vi r tue : "Peace ar ises f rom t h e 

m o m e n t w h e n o n e renounces anger a n d animosity, a n d it is 

t h e responsibi l i ty of Buddh i s t l eaders to ins t ruc t t h e peop le 

t o realize th is holy t ru th ." 

Mas te r Yisheng, t he leader of t he Chinese delegation, also 

m e n t i o n e d in his opening address t o t h e Assembly tha t t he 

"Golden Tripar t i te 

Coord ina t ive Body of t h e T h r e e N a t i o n s " 

h a s p layed a g rea t role in s p r e a d i n g c o m p a s s i o n a n d peace 

as well a s p r o m o t i n g the fellowship a m o n g t h e m e m b e r s h i p 

countr ies in t h e pas t t en years . H e also said tha t th is year is 

100th anniversary of t h e b i r th of Zhao Pochu w h o first sug­

gested a "Triparti te Golden Coordinat ion," a n d said it is h o p e d 

t h a t i ts sp i r i t sha l l b e m a i n t a i n e d for t h e a d v a n c e m e n t of 

h a r m o n y of t h e th ree countr ies a n d wor ld peace. 

Following t h e address of Mas te r Yisheng, t he p roc lamat ion 

of peace message was read b y Venerable J i -gwan, C h a i r m a n 

of t h e Association of Korean Buddhis t Order s : "There is no t a 
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single peaceful day in t h e wor ld t o d a y d u e t o t h e strife a n d 

discord a m o n g t h e t r ibes a n d countr ies . Ano the r grave p r o b ­

l em of t he wor ld today is t he des t ruct ion of our env i ronment , 

c a u s i n g p e c u l i a r c l i m a t e s a n d e n o r m o u s n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s 

a r o u n d t h e world. It is h o p e d t h a t people of t h e wor ld would 

l ea rn t h e l aw of d e p e n d e n t o r ig ina t ion a n d c o m e t o realize 

equan imi ty of all be ings a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of love a n d r e ­

spect for o n e another , especially a m o n g religions." 

After t h e final schedule of t h e conference in t h e m o r n i n g of 

26th of October, t h e t h r ee nat ional delegat ions m o v e d t o t h e 

G r a n d Hall of t h e People of China, a n d h a d interviews wi th 

leaders of t h e Chinese g o v e r n m e n t inc luding J i a Quing Lin, 

Chief of t h e Bureau of Political Negot ia t ions, a n d asked for t he 

in te res t a n d ass i s t ance of t h e Ch inese g o v e r n m e n t t o w a r d s 

t he a d v a n c e m e n t of t h e globalization of Buddh i sm. O n e of t he 

major t h e m e s of th is year 's conference was "The Role of Bud­

d h i s m a n d W o r l d Peace , " a n d o n K o r e a n s ide , B e o p d e u n g 

Seun im, Di rec tor of t h e Boa rd of Adjudicat ion, p r e s e n t e d a 

pape r o n t h e role of B u d d h i s m for t he h a r m o n y of t h e world. 

O the r keynote speakers f rom Korea were Beophyeon Seunim, 

D i r ec to r of E x c h a n g e P r o g r a m of T a e g o O r d e r , M u n w e o n 

Seunim, Director of Genera l Affairs of Tiantai Order , Mas te r 

Ji jeong, Director of Financial Affairs of T rue Awakening Sect, 

a n d Mas te r Hwaryeong , Director of Central Educa t ion Inst i­

tu t e of Esoteric Buddh i sm. 

Tripartite Exchange for the Promotion and 
Development of Buddhist Study 
The majo r t h e m e of t h e Buddhis t s tudy s ince 1995, t h e first 

conference he ld in Beijing, w a s o n t h e solut ion of confront­

at ion of t h e cold-war ideology, which was prevalent after t he 

Wor ld W a r II; a n d t h e s a m e topic was discussed in t he follow­

ing th ree annua l conferences. In the 1998 meet ing, t h e Bud­

dh i s t l eade r s of t h e t h r e e coun t r i e s felt t h e n e e d of regu la r 

m e e t i n g of K o r e a - C h i n a - J a p a n B u d d h i s t F e l l o w s h i p E x ­

change , a n d a n n u a l m e e t i n g of th i s p r o g r a m h a s b e e n con­

duc ted ever since. 

T h i s a n n u a l m e e t i n g espec ia l ly h a d a g r e a t i m p a c t , a c ­

cording t o t h e analysis, on t h e deve lopment of Chinese Bud­

dhism, which h a d lost m u c h of the t radi t ional prestige of its 

Patr iarchal pract ice dur ing the c o m m u n i s t regime. This was 

t h e r e a s o n t h a t K o r e a n B u d d h i s t s i n v i t e d t h e l e a d e r s of 

Chinese Buddh i sm to Korea in 1998 for t h e m to exper ience 

t h e t r ad i t iona l m e d i t a t i o n p rac t i ce t h a t w a s still p r e se rved 

in tac t , a n d th i s p r o g r a m deve loped in to a n n u a l vis i ts ever 

since. Chan Buddhi sm founded by Bodh idha rma in China was 

in t roduced to Korea, a n d n o w Korea is re-export ing it to the 

count ry where it first originated. 

T h e t r i pa r t i t e exchange p r o g r a m also c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e 

academic s tudy of Buddhism. Then the "Invocation of Peace 

in t h e 21st Cen tu ry a n d Academic S y m p o s i u m " he ld in t h e 

year 2000 in Seoul was a good occasion to discuss t he t heo ­

retical role of Buddhi sm in achieving world peace. This sym­

p o s i u m provided a n active exchange of Buddhis t scholars of 

the three countr ies a n d resulted in the opening of the Wor ld 

Buddhis t Council he ld in 2006 in China. T h e Buddhis t aca­

d e m i c s t u d y a n d e x c h a n g e p r o g r a m s a m o n g t h e s e t h r e e 

countr ies will only get br ighter a n d m o r e active in t he future. 

Tripartite Exchange for Contribution to the Harmony 
and Peace of Asian Countries 
Because of t h e act ive B u d d h i s t e x c h a n g e s b e t w e e n Korea , 

C h i n a a n d J a p a n , t h e t h e a t e r of a c t i v i t i e s of t h e m a j o r 

Buddhis t o rders in Korea has expanded beyond the Nor theas t 

A s i a n r e g i o n t o t h e B u d d h i s t c o u n t r i e s of t h e S o u t h e a s t 

region. The Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism, with t he help of 

t he China Buddhis t Association, opened the Korean Manwol -

sa Temple in Beijing in 2005, a n d s tar ted assisting t he unde r ­

developed countr ies in t h e Southeast , such as Sri Lanka a n d 

C a m b o d i a . T h e T ian ta i O r d e r a n d T r u e A w a k e n i n g Sect of 

Korea a r e a lso act ive in ass i s t ing r econs t ruc t i on of t h e old 

t emples in China in addi t ion t o var ious assisting p rog rams to 

Mongolia, Tibet, a n d o the r Buddhis t na t ions . 

I n t h e 10th K o r e a - C h i n a - J a p a n B u d d h i s t Fe l lowship Ex­

change Conference, t he th ree countr ies adop ted a jo in t procla­

m a t i o n of o p e n i n g t h e g a t e w a y of e x c h a n g i n g B u d d h i s t 

f e l l owsh ip for t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of h a r m o n y of t h e A s i a n 

countr ies a n d peace of t he world. II 
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® exhibition 

Third-Year Memorial Exhibition for 
Great Seon-Master Seung Sahn 
"What is this one thing?" 
"Only don't know!" 
His dissemination of Korean Buddhism to the Western world started in the 
1970s, and now he is remembered for his famous dictum "Only don't know!" 
It is already three years since Seung Sahn Seunim (1927-2004) entered 
Nirvana. His third year memorial exhibition was observed by about 170 
disciples of the Master from 120 overseas monasteries in about 32 countries 
and the disciples at home in the first-floor Memorial Hall of the Buddhist 
History and Culture Museum on the Jogye-sa compound. The items 
exhibited were memorial photographs and the articles left by the Master. 
There was also a showing of Buddhist animated-movies. 

Li 



Master's Global Missionary Work Since 1970s 
Character i s t ic of Seung S a h n Seun im ' s D h a r m a ta lk 

w a s i t s b r e v i t y a n d h i s " K i m c h i E n g l i s h , " w h i c h 

stupefied m a n y of h i s disciples. Bang! Tha t ' s it. You 

ge t e n l i g h t e n m e n t . H i s l i f e t i m e - r e c o r d e d d i sc ip les 

n u m b e r m o r e t h a n 50,000, mos t iy wes te rners . 3,000 

to 4,000 ou t of h is m a n y disciples are n o w practicing 

at m o r e t h a n 120 monas te r i e s in 32 wes te rn countries, 

s p r e a d i n g t h e B u d d h a ' s t e a c h i n g s acco rd ing t o t h e 

ins t ruct ions of t h e Master . 

T h e r e w a s t h i r d yea r m e m o r i a l exhib i t ion for t h e 

Grea t M a s t e r a t t h e M e m o r i a l Bui ld ing of t h e Bud­

dhis t His tory a n d Cul ture from 20th of November t o 

26th of November . T h e articles exhibited were pho to ­

g r a p h s a n d m o v i n g a n i m a t i o n s k e p t b y M a s t e r ' s 

d i s c i p l e s , t h e a r t i c l e s lef t b y t h e d e c e a s e d , a n d 

M a s t e r ' s D h a r m a t a l k s a n d b o o k s t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

m a n y fore ign l a n g u a g e s . M a s t e r ' s K o r e a n D h a r m a 

ta lks r e c o r d e d in CD a re h a n d e d ou t t o t h e Korean 

p a r t i c i p a n t s , a n d a c o p y of E n g l i s h v e r s i o n of t h e 

P l a t f o r m S u t r a of H u i n e n g , t h e S ix th P a t r i a r c h of 

Ch inese C h a n B u d d h i s m , w a s p r e s e n t e d t o p r i e s t s . 

A n d all t h e disciples of t h e Mas te r par t ic ipated in the 

W i n t e r Retrea t for th ree days a t Musang-sa from t he 

24th to 27th of November . After t h e th ree -day retreat , 

t h e y o b s e r v e d a green- tea -of fe r ing m e m o r i a l c e r e ­

m o n y at Hwagye-sa Temple whe re t h e Mas te r en te red 

N i rvana . At t h e m e m o r i a l service, a b o u t 1,000 d is ­

ciples a n d guests par t ic ipated including 170 disciples 

from about 32 foreign countr ies . 

Muj in S e u n i m , a b b o t of M u s a n g - s a T e m p l e , ex ­

pla ined t h a t Mas te r Seung Sahn S e u n i m was o n e of 

t h e four m o s t d i s t i n g u i s h e d m o d e r n d a y B u d d h i s t 

M a s t e r s , a long wi th t h e Dalai L a m a of Tibet , Th ich 

N h a t H a n h of V i e t n a m a n d M a h a G h o s a n a n d a of 

Cambodia . According t o Mujin Seun im, t h e wes te rn 

disciples a r r a n g e d t h e m e m o r i a l exhibi t ion b e c a u s e 

t h e y feared t h a t m a n y K o r e a n s s e e m t o k n o w little 

about t he grea tness of t h e Master . T h e Mas te r never 

c a r e d for himself ; i n s t e a d , h e a lways w o r k e d , a t e , 

pract iced, a n d slept toge the r wi th h i s disciples. H i s 

disciples a re practicing even h a r d e r t h a n before w h e n 

the Mas te r was alive, wi th t h e legacy of their Master : 

" W h o a m I? Only don ' t know!" H 
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(§> international missions 

Korean Buddhist Monastery Wongak-sa: 

"We Are Ready Now" 
By Jong Kweon Yi (dharmaboom@hanmail.net) 

I n Augus t , 1974, w h e n t h e w h o l e K o r e a n c o m ­

m u n i t y in A m e r i c a w a s very smal l , a g r o u p of 

Korean Buddhis ts in N e w York obta ined the le­

gal s ta tus of a Buddhis t t emple n a m e d "Korean Bud­

dhis t Wongak-sa" from t h e State of New York. Being 

t h e first Korean Buddh i s t t e m p l e in the eas te rn half 

of t he Nor th Amer ican cont inent , Wongak- sa h a d Gu 

Yun Gak Seun im as t h e first Abbot . A year later, t he 

famous Seon Mas te r Seung Sahn took u p t h e leader­

sh ip as t he p receden t wen t back to Korea, a n d moved 

t h e t e m p l e t o M a n h a t t a n . At t h a t t ime , Seung S a h n 

Seun im decided to concent ra te on teaching Buddh i sm 

to Amer ican s tudents , so h e h a n d e d over t he posi t ion 

in 1976 t o B u p A n S e u n i m , w h o b e c a m e t h e t h i r d 

A b b o t of W o n g a k - s a . B u p A n S e u n i m ' s t i m e w e n t 

long unti l h e h a n d e d over t h e posi t ion to J u n g W o o 

Seun im in 2004. Bup Ah S e u n i m died in M a r c h 2007, 

as Wongak-sa ' s Guiding Teacher . 

As J u n g W o o Seun im took t h e office, Korean Bud­

dhis t W o n g a k - s a officially b e c a m e t h e US b r a n c h of 

T o n g d o - s a , o n e of t h e " T h r e e J e w e l T e m p l e s " i n 

Korea, r epresen t ing Buddha , wi th ab o u t 1,400 years 

of history. This w a s because J u n g W o o S e u n i m w a s 

o rda ined in t h e l ineage of Tongdo- sa a n d t h e m e m ­

bers of Wongak-sa agreed t h a t it is essential t o have a 

connec t ion wi th t h e sac red Korean t e m p l e in m a n y 

ways. Ever since, Tongdo-sa in Korea a n d Wongak - sa 

in N e w Y o r k c lose ly w o r k e d t o g e t h e r , a n d , in t h e 

m e a n t i m e , J u n g W o o S e u n i m was elected t h e Abbot 

of Tongdo-sa in May of 2007. 

Because t he Abbot of Tongdo-sa is o n e of the bus i ­

est posi t ions in Korean Buddh i sm, J u n g W o o S e u n i m 

appoin ted Gikwang Seun im as Vice-abbot of W o n g a k -

sa a n d h a s h a d h i m admin is te r t he N e w York b r a n c h 

on t h e spot. 

The day of Wongak-sa s tar ts a t five in the m o r n i n g 
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with Gikwang Seun im ' s p raye r in t h e D h a r m a Hall . 

The ce remony is called t he "Thousand Day Prayer for 

Wongak- sa ' s G r a n d Cons t ruc t ion Project" schedu led 

from J u n e 4, 2006 to M a r c h 1, 2009. Dur ing the in­

t ens ive p r a y e r p e r i o d , c h a n t i n g goes o n t w o h o u r s 

e a c h t i m e a n d t h r e e t i m e s every d a y in t h e d a w n , 

m o r n i n g , a n d e v e n i n g . G i k w a n g S e u n i m says , "Al­

t h o u g h o u r life is a l w a y s w i t h p r a y e r s , d o i n g t h e 

t h o u s a n d - d a y prayer is one of the greates t challenges 

in m y life. But I c h a n t a n d b o w a n d reci te ou r p a r ­

ishioners ' wishes everyday wi th pleasure . It is one of 

the bes t he lp t h a t I can provide, a n d th rough the in­

tens ive prayer , I believe t h a t o u r c o m m o n d r e a m of 

r e a l i z i n g t h e g r a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t o n t h e 

p r o p e r t y of W o n g a k - s a will rea l ly h a p p e n in n e a r 

future." 

Since t h e Korean Buddhis t Wongak- sa m o v e d to t he 

cur ren t location from M a n h a t t a n in 1986, it h a s ma in ­

t a ined 230 acres of proper ty t h a t includes few build­

ings, a lake, forest, p lay-grounds a n d park ing lots. It is 

o n e of t h e l a r g e s t B u d d h i s t p r o p e r t i e s a c r o s s t h e 

na t ion . Ever s ince W o n g a k - s a m o v e d t o d i e cu r r en t 

loca t ion , it h a s b e e n t h e cen t ra l H w a d u h o w to d e ­

v e l o p t h e p r o p e r t y for t h e bene f i t of t h e B u d d h i s t 

c o m m u n i t y in Amer ica . T h e r e h a v e b e e n lots of de ­

ba tes a n d discussions, a n d w h a t h a s really h a p p e n e d 

was no th ing . 

However , th ings have changed ever since J u n g W o o 

S e u n i m , w h o is r e n o w n e d for m i r a c u l o u s ach i eve ­

m e n t s of bui lding m a n y temples in Korea, took u p t h e 

office. Shor t ly after h e c a m e to W o n g a k - s a , h e p r o ­

posed a construct ion project for it, a n d actually s ta r ted 

t h e e n g i n e . S o o n , a d o r m i t o r y w i t h s i x t een r o o m s 

were built in 2005, a n d h a s b e c o m e a guest house for 

m a n y v is i tors . I n t h e s u m m e r of 2007, W o n g a k - s a 

even hos ted a t radi t ional monas t i c retreat , a c c o m m o ­

d a t i n g n i n e m o n k s f r o m K o r e a for t h r e e m o n t h s 

dur ing t h e s u m m e r . 

Recently, Wongak - sa we lcomed a n e w m o n k from 

Korea - Dae Soeng Seunim. H e is an Amer ican na t ion­

al w h o was guided a n d orda ined by the famous Seon 

Mas te r Seung Sahn. H e was a par t ic ipant in the W o n 

g a k - s a s u m m e r r e t r e a t . U p o n t h e r e q u e s t of J u n g 

W o o Seunim, h e decided to come back to America a n d 

live in W o n g a k - s a after 14 yea r s of m o n a s t i c life in 

Korea. Dae Soeng Seun im says, "It is a wonderful op­

por tuni ty to live here . Wongak-sa is such a beautiful 

piece of proper ty wi th its forest, lake a n d wild life. It is 

very inspiring to be here ." Wongak-sa appoin ted Dae 

Soeng Seun im as Project Manage r . Project m a n a g e r 

or Do-gam in Korean is a very impor t an t posit ion in 

Korean t emple to take care of construct ion a n d ma in ­

tenance of t he whole temple . Dae Soeng Seun im says 

h e is h a p p y to help Wongak-sa . 

As m a n y B u d d h i s t s h o p e , m a j o r s t r i d e s will b e 

taken toward the deve lopment of Wongak-sa in 2008. 

Lots of p repara t ion h a s been accomplished dur ing t h e 

last couple of years . Gikwang Seun im says, "I feel lots 

of great energies a re gather ing from m a n y direct ions 

t h e s e d a y s a t o u r t e m p l e . I u n d e r s t a n d D a e S o e n g 

Seunim's coming he re in tha t context, too!" 

Being a minor i ty of minori ty, the Korean Buddhis t 

c o m m u n i t y in America has been thirsty for someth ing 

t o b e p r o u d of. K o r e a n B u d d h i s t s in A m e r i c a h a v e 

wished the re were a Korean t emple spacious a n d t ra­

dit ional enough to suppor t t he efforts to preserve the i r 

faith a n d culture. In New York, the re h a s been a silent 

h o p e a n d consensus tha t Korean Buddhis t Wongak-sa 

will m a k e it. Gikwang S e u n i m says, "I t h i n k w e a r e 

ready now." D 
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• dharma fellows 

"Everyday is a Happy Day, 
and Soft is Mighty" 

By N o h H u i - s u n , Freelancer Translated by Young-eui Park (pyu6412@yahoo.co.kr) 

What was the cause and occasion of your becoming a 

Buddhist? 

I always accompan ied m y mothe r , w h o was a devout 

Buddhis t , from ch i ldhood a n d it was na tu ra l to visit 

t e m p l e s qu i t e of ten. Bu t I w a s n o t qu i t e a n i n b o r n 

Buddhis t . I was , in fact, no t really a Buddhis t w h e n I 

w a s in college, a n d I w a s m o r e fami l ia r w i t h o t h e r 

re l ig ions a t t h a t t i m e . Bu t I w a s grea t ly in f luenced 

unaware s b y t h e great devotion of m y mothe r , j u s t as a 

smal l d r o p of w a t e r fo rms a grea t river. I g radua l ly 

c a m e t o u n d e r s t a n d m o r e a n d b e t t e r a b o u t B u d ­

dh i sm, a n d o n e day, all of a sudden , I t hough t "This is 

it!" S e u n i m s w h o vis i ted m y h o u s e qu i t e often also 

h a d great influence on m e . 

I a m us ing m y m o t h e r ' s p e n n a m e "Myeongwon," 

w h i c h l i t e ra l ly m e a n s " t h e t e a g a r d e n . " " M y e o n g " 

m e a n s tea leaves harves ted in late a u t u m n , a n d "won" 

m e a n s garden . T h u s m y mothe r ' s p e n n a m e "Myeong­

w o n " b e a r s a n impl ica t ion of m y m o t h e r ' s devot ion 

a n d h e r f a i t h i n B u d d h i s m a n d t h e B u d d h i s t t e a 

ceremony. 

Is there any Buddhist sutra or Buddha's Saying that 

you particularly love? 

I always loved to r ead a n d recite t h e Hear t Su t ra since 

w h e n I was young. I ts brevity was , of course, a great 

advantage of m y liking it (She laughs). Yet it is t r u e tha t 

t h e m o r e you read, t he m o r e you c o m e to u n d e r s t a n d 

i ts u n s u r p a s s e d p r o f o u n d m e a n i n g . I h a v e b e e n r e ­

citing it for all m y life, b u t I still feel some th ing inex­

pressibly myster ious a n d divine every t i m e I recite o r 

r e ad it. It is so brief (only 260 Chinese characters), yet it 

s eems to conta in t he t r u t h of t h e whole universe . 

You are the first lady to become President of Central 

Laity Association; what was your resolution when you 

decided to run for that office? 

It was n o t easy t o m a k e u p m y m i n d to r u n for th is 

office. The reason I was elected Pres ident of t h e Asso­

ciation s eems t h e k a r m i c passage of t ime . W h e n t h e 

o u t c o m e of t h e e lec t ion w a s a n n o u n c e d , t h e n e w s ­

p a p e r s t r ied t o p u t s o m e g r a n d m e a n i n g to t he result 

wi th such a c o m m e n t as " the first lady in t h e h is tory 

of K o r e a n B u d d h i s m t o b e c o m e p r e s i d e n t of t h i s 

association," o r "This is a m o d e r n case of Visakha, a 

g r e a t l a d y w h o s e i n t e l l i gence , w i s d o m , a n d v i r t u e 

S h a k a y a m u n i B u d d h a p r a i s e d h i g h l y . " B u t I s e e 

n o t h i n g s ingular abou t it. T h e s ingular i ty is, in fact, 
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Ms Kim Ui-jeong w a s born in 1941, majored in piano in the College of Music at Ehwa Women's University in Seoul, 
and studied abroad in Oklahoma University of the United States. By establishing the Myeongwon Cultural 
Foundation, s h e succeeded the will of her mother Myeongwon (pen name) Kim Mi-hui who devoted all her life for 
restoration and transmission of the Korean traditional tea culture. Ms. Kim Ui-jeong was designated by Seoul City a s 
the Master of an Intangible Cultural Property (No. 27), of the Royal Court Tea Ceremony. S h e also received the grand 
prize of "The Pride of Koreans" from the Federation of Korean Press . S h e was the first lady in the history of the Jogye 
Order of Korean Buddhism to be elected President of the Central Laity Association in 2005. S h e is now devoting all 
her time and energy for the solidification of that Association, training the people of great ability, and construction of the 
Association's Building. 

t he old concept of p r e d o m i n a n c e of m a n over w o m a n . 

T h e majori ty of devotees a n d pres idens t of devotees at 

m o s t Korean t emples a r e ladies. W h y no t t h e n a lady 

as Pres ident of t h e Central Laity Association? I h o p e 

this will b e a good e n c o u r a g e m e n t for all t h e female 

devotees . 

E v e n i n m y y o u t h , I w a s m o r e i n t e r e s t e d in eco­

n o m i c s a n d polit ics t h a n cosmet ics a n d m y appea r ­

a n c e . W h a t is t r u l y i m p o r t a n t is n o t t h e p r e d o m i ­

n a n c e of g e n d e r b u t ind iv idua l abil i ty, d i spos i t ion , 

a n d preference. I d o no t deny tha t t he re still exists dis­

c r i m i n a t i o n of s ex a n d p r e v a l e n c e of m a l e in o u r 

society. 

But it is also t r u e that , as I m e n t i o n e d above, female 

d e v o t e e s p l a y e d a g r e a t ro le in t h e B u d d h i s t ce re ­

m o n i e s a n d m a n a g e m e n t of t emple in t h e his tory of 

K o r e a n B u d d h i s m . T h e y p e r f o r m e d t h e i r s h a r e of 

dut ies p re t ty well, too . W h y no t t h e n a n official of t h e 

Central Laity Associat ion? I t h ink I could do it. U n d e r 

t h e p r e s e n t sy s t em of t h e Associat ion, everyth ing is 

execu ted in a d e m o c r a t i c w a y wi th t h e k i n d u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g a n d c o n s u l t a t i o n of t h e staff m e m b e r s . I 

t h i n k w e can d o the j o b be t te r wi th delicate n a t u r e of 

femininity. 
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) dharma fellows 

You promised that the Association Building shall be 

completed before the end of your term. 

How Is the progress? 

At the beginning, we h a d s o m e difficulty of purchas ing 

t h e site of t he building. But it is abou t 40% done . It is 

n o w 50 yea r s s ince t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n of t h e Cent ra l 

Assoc ia t ion of Laity of t h e J o g y e Orde r , t h e la rges t 

assoc ia t ion of laity of t h e Korean B u d d h i s m , a n d it 

was a s h a m e tha t we did no t have ou r own Association 

Building. It was m y mothe r ' s wish, too . I though t tha t 

Association Building could b e t he centripetal force of 

o u r A s s o c i a t i o n a n d o u r effort of p r o p a g a t i n g t h e 

t e a c h i n g s of B u d d h a . I t cou ld also b e t h e cen te r of 

t r a in ing t h e peop le of g rea t abil i ty for t h e advance ­

m e n t a n d globalization of Korean Buddh i sm. 

Cons t ruc t ion s t a r t ed in A u g u s t 2006, a n d w e a r e 

expect ing t o have it comple ted by Buddha ' s b i r thday 

in M a y 2008. T h e bui lding will b e of 9 stories above 

t h e g r o u n d a n d 2 g r o u n d f loors of 302.5m2. T h e 

bu i ld ing will a c c o m m o d a t e t h e office of the Cent ra l 

Association, 12 offices of devotional groups , audi tor i­

u m , t ra in ing facilities, a n d living quar te rs for monks . 

So far little has been achieved by the Association 

in the field of overseas missionary work. 

What is the plan you have on hand In this matter? 

M y first ob jec t ive is e n h a n c e m e n t of t h e s t a t u s of 

Korean B u d d h i s m in the wor ld a rena . T h e second is 

p r o p a g a t i o n of t h e excel lence of t r ad i t iona l K o r e a n 

Buddh i sm. T h e th i rd is t h e exchange p r o g r a m of Bud­

d h i s m a n d Buddhis t organizat ions of o ther countr ies . 

Wi th t he assistance of t he Bureau of Social a n d In te r ­

na t iona l Affairs of t h e Admin i s t r a t i on of t h e Orde r , 

we concluded a sister re lat ionship with t h e Buddha ' s 

Light In te rna t iona l Associat ion Wor ld H e a d q u a r t e r s 

(Chai rman, Y e n . Hsing T ing) i n T a i w a n o n 15th of 

October . A g r e e m e n t s of t h e s is ter r e l a t ionsh ip w e r e 

coopera t ion a n d a d v a n c e m e n t of B u d d h i s m t h r o u g h 

visiting a n d exchanging Buddhis t delegat ions of b o t h 

countr ies , a n d coopera t ion in t h e fields of educa t ion 

a n d global izat ion of B u d d h i s m . W e also app l i ed for 

t he m e m b e r s h i p of t he Wor ld Fellowship of Buddhis t 

in M a r c h 2006. T h e a p p l i c a t i o n w a s a c c e p t e d b y 

Executive Commi t t ee of W F B in t h e 73rd mee t ing of 

t h e Board of Trus tees he ld in Tokyo on August 22-23. 

T h e m e m b e r s h i p wi l l b e f ina l i zed i n t h e G e n e r a l 

Meet ing of W F B , which is scheduled to m e e t in Tokyo 

in N o v e m b e r 2008. W h e n it is finalized, w e will b e 

m o r e active in t h e overseas mis s iona ry w o r k for t h e 

p ropaga t ion of t he excellence of t h e t radi t ional Korean 

Buddh i sm. 

I understand that you have majored in music. 

What is the present situation of Buddhist music in 

Korea and your idea of propagation of Buddhism 

through Buddhist music? 

In 1980s, we never h e a r d of s inging Buddhis t h y m n s 

in t h e D h a r m a Halls of Korea. W h e n we th ink of the 

s i tuat ion of 1980s, t he re h a s b e e n a great progress in 

Buddh i s t m u s i c b o t h in s inging h y m n s a n d mus ica l 

p e r f o r m a n c e a t c e r e m o n i e s , a n d n o w it is h a r d t o 

th ink of any Buddhis t event wi thou t music . But w h e n 
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w e t h i n k of t h e i m p o r t a n c e of B u d d h i s t m u s i c , t h e 

fu tu r e d o e s n o t s e e m b r i g h t . F i rs t ly , t h e r e a r e n o t 

m a n y profess ionals , a n d secondly t h e y a r e n o t well 

t r e a t e d . T h e " m o u n t a i n t e m p l e m u s i c fest ival" h a s 

a c h i e v e d a g r e a t s u c c e s s in p o p u l a r i z i n g it , ye t w e 

n e e d m o r e a n d re f ined B u d d h i s t h y m n s . B u d d h i s t 

m u s i c s h o u l d a lso b e , I t h ink , deve loped in t w o a s ­

pec t s , c e remon ia l a n d popu l a r , wh ich w o u l d h a v e a 

good m u t u a l effect. 

As Chancellor of the Myeongwon Cultural Foundation, 

the main effort of which is transmission and 

popularization of the Korean traditional green-tea 

culture, would you make a comment on the relation 

between Buddhism and tea ceremony? 

The t radi t ional Korean tea cul ture h a s been no t only 

e f f a c e d b u t a l s o w a r p e d d u r i n g t h e 36 y e a r s of 

J a p a n e s e occupa t ion of t h e K o r e a n Pen insu la . This 

w a s t h e r e a s o n w h y m y m o t h e r s p e n t all h e r life 

r e s t o r i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l K o r e a n t e a c u l t u r e . T h e 

reason I dec ided to succeed t h e will of m y m o t h e r was 

no t only t h e excellence of Korean tea b u t also t h e close 

relat ionship be tween t h e tea a n d Buddh i sm. You can 

d r i n k coffee in a n y pos i t ion , s t a n d i n g , rec l in ing, o r 

walking - b u t no t tea . You m u s t sit upr igh t in t h e lo tas 

pos i t ion , if you could , w i th clear m i n d to d r i n k tea , 

which is exacdy the posi t ion you a s s u m e in medi ta t ion 

practice. Dr inking tea in t he t radi t ional way is ano the r 

fo rm of m e d i t a t i o n prac t ice . T h e r e is n o difference 

be tween t h e m . 

What could be the Job that laity could do in spreading 

Buddha's teaching? 

In short , you m u s t b e a guide a n d a pathf inder . To the 

pe r son of grea t faith in Buddha , you could b e h i s / h e r 

good fellow pract i t ioner, a n d to unbelievers, you could 

b e a gu id ing pos t l e ad ing t h e m to t h e t e a c h i n g s of 

Buddha . In spreading the teachings of Buddha , the re 

is no distinction be tween m o n k s a n d laity. 

As President of the Central Association of Laity, what 
was the most memorable, and what is your great wish? 
I t m i g h t s o u n d va ing lo r ious b u t I a m p r o u d t h a t I 

have shown the way tha t even the supposedly "weaker 

sex" could do t h e equal j o b with a male , or do even 

be t te r (she laughs). W e are n o w on solid g round for t he 

br ight future of our Association, a n d I sincerely t hank 

for all t he good jobs tha t have been d o n e by the former 

pres idents . Another th ing tha t is mos t m e m o r a b l e was 

t he reading the letter of great vow at the ce remony of 

2007 Buddha ' s b i r thday . It was t h e first time in t h e 

h i s to ry of K o r e a n B u d d h i s m for a l ady to r e a d t h e 

vow. A n o t h e r t h i n g I a m p r o u d to m e n t i o n is c o n ­

nect ing the Garden Par ty Club (the volunteer workers club 

organized by the wives of the foreign diplomats in Korea) a n d 

t h e J o n g n o District Old Folks H o m e r u n by a Bud­

d h i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n . M y a r d e n t w i s h e s a r e t h e p r o ­

m o t i o n of activities of t h e distr ict a n d regional laity 

organizat ions, t ra ining the people of great ability, a n d 

o r g a n i z i n g t h e n e t w o r k of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s for t h e 

advancemen t of Korean Buddhism. 

Any message to the Jogye Order and your fellow lay-

people? 
I w o u l d rea l ly a p p r e c i a t e t h e adv i ce of V e n e r a b l e 

Masters for t he sound advancemen t of t he Order . My 

wish for t h e fellow lay-people is no t t o b e too upse t 

a b o u t u n f a v o r a b l e n e w s a n d i r r e g u l a r i t i e s of t h e 

pract i t ioners a n d the Order , n o m a t t e r h o w b a d one 

might feel about t hem. I hope , instead, all of us would 

c o n c e n t r a t e o u r m i n d on p rac t i ce acco rd ing to t h e 

teachings of Buddha . D 
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@ deep focus 

Shar ing t ea m e a n s shar ing m i n d . It also m e a n s 

s h a r i n g o u r p u r e m i n d w i t h n a t u r e , s u r ­

round ing objects, a n d friends. Shar ing tea also 

m e a n s s h a r i n g w i t h o u r ar t less hones ty , a n d s o u n d 

body a n d mind . 

There are m a n y ways of p repar ing tea, a n d th ree of 

t h e m a r e 1) B r e w i n g t e a l e a v e s i n h e a t e d w a t e r 

(Paengda 2) Mixing green- tea powde r wi th hea ted 

wa te r (Jeomda |A3?) a n d 3) Boiling tea leaves (Jada *9f?). 

But m o s t people prefer t he c o m m o n t e r m (Jeonda jfii^) 
t o o t h e r n a m e s r e g a r d l e s s of d i f f e r e n t w a y s of 

p repar ing t h e tea. 

T h e t e r m " E x e c u t i o n of T e a " (Haengda I f 3?) e m ­

b r a c e s t h e en t i r e p roces s of t ea c e r e m o n y f rom t h e 

first stages of b rewing tea t o dr inking it. But w e m u s t 

r e m e m b e r tha t H a e n g d a does no t m e a n artfulness or 

c h a r m of t ea ceremony. Ra ther it s imply m e a n s a n act 

or process of p repar ing a n d dr inking tea, which goes 

a long w i t h t h e c lear m i n d a n d a r t l e s s n e s s . I n t h a t 

sense , t r u e m e a n i n g of H a e n g d a lies in enjoying t h e 

tea wi th comple te equan imi ty of non-d i sc r imina t ion 

of you a n d I, a n d uni ty or oneness of water , fire, tea, 

tea-wares , t he guest, a n d the host . In o the r words , t rue 

tea ce remony is, in a sense, ano the r form of concen­

t ra t ion of m i n d a n d medi ta t ion practice. 

I n t he en joyment of tea, t he foremost e l ement o n e 

m u s t r e m e m b e r is t he re should b e n o emot iona l s t ra in 

o r u n e a s i n e s s . E v e r y t h i n g m u s t b e p l e a s a n t a n d 

comfortable. Every act a n d process m u s t b e na tu ra l as 

t h e f lowing w a t e r . To b e such , every m o v e m e n t o r 

d e p o r t m e n t m u s t b e lucid a n d gentle—no over-act ion 

o r bus t l ing . Tea c e r e m o n y s h o u l d b e full of j o y a n d 

comfort, j u s t as o n e is a t h o m e wi th friendly people . 

As m e n t i o n e d above, t he way of mak ing tea varies: 

h o w to pu t tea leaves into t he teapot ; h o w to pu t wa te r 

i n t o t h e t e a p o t ; h o w to a d j u s t t h e t e m p e r a t u r e of 

water ; which goes in to t h e t eapo t first, t ea leaves or 

water . Believe or not , each of these m e t h o d s m a k e s a 

different taste , color, a n d fragrance of t he tea. O n top 

of these diverse ways of mak ing tea, t h e process migh t 

vary according to t he season. 

Let m e i n t r o d u c e S a n g t u (±15) o r u p p e r c a s t i n g 

first. Pu t wa te r in to t he t eapo t first. Wa i t for a while t o 

adjust t h e t e m p e r a t u r e of wa te r , t h e n p u t t ea leaves 

in to t h e teapot . This m e t h o d is used in t h e spr ing or 

ear ly s u m m e r d u r i n g t h e first h a r v e s t of y o u n g t e a 

leaves. It tas tes light a n d very delicate because only a 

small por t ion of t he b o t t o m of t h e leaf is b rewed . 

J u n g t u (4>f£) o r in te rmedia te casting: Pu t half of t h e 

hea t ed wa te r in to t he t eapo t first, p u t t e a leaves in to 

t he teapot , t h e n p u t r ema in ing wa te r in to t he teapot . 

This m e t h o d is preferred in t h e fall season. This m e t h ­

od requires a bi t of t echn ique t o m a k e a good tea, a n d 

no t m a n y people prefer th is me thod . 

H a t u (Tix) o r low cas t ing: This is t h e easiest a n d 

m o s t - p o p u l a r m e t h o d . I t a l s o t a k e s l e s s t i m e t o 

p r e p a r e t e a t h a n S a n g t u a n d J u n g t u . A d j u s t t h e 

t e m p e r a t u r e of w a t e r first before p u t t i n g it in to t h e 

teapot , t h e n p u t t ea leaves in to t he teapot . That ' s all. 

A n o t h e r a d v a n t a g e of t h i s m e t h o d is t h a t i t h a s 

no th ing part icular t o do wi th t he changing season. 

N o w let m e in t roduce t he teawares a n d o the r bas ic 

mater ia ls for b rewing tea. 1) a wa te r j u g or a kett le 2) 

t ea cup 3) t ea t ray 4) a bowl for was te wa te r 5) a serving 

bowl 6) h e a t e d w a t e r 7) t e a leaves . I n o u r daily life, 

b r e w i n g t e a m u s t b e s imple a n d easy t o p r e p a r e so 

tha t anyone can enjoy it. Yet to enjoy dr inking tea, you 

m u s t h a v e t h e a b o v e b a s i c i t e m s . T h e n y o u m u s t 

a r range t h e m in o rde r o n t h e table , t h e n rinse t h e tea 

w a r e s w i t h w a r m w a t e r so t h a t t e a will n o t cool off 

before it is served. 

The ent i re process from brewing t h e tea t o dr inking 

a n d t h e n enjoying t h e t ea cake after d r ink ing t ea is 

usually 1) Put t ing tea leaves in to t h e t eapo t 2) Brewing 

tea leaves 3) Serving a n d dr inking the tea 4) Enjoying 

t h e t e a c a k e 5) T h e s e c o n d o r t h i r d r o u n d of r e -

b r e w i n g a n d se rv ing 6) C lean ing t h e t ea w a r e s a n d 

closing t h e ceremony. 
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T h e m o s t s imple way of p repar ing the tea wi th tea 

leaves a t t h e office is 1) H e a t t h e w a t e r 2) Rinse t h e 

s e r v i n g b o w l a n d t e a c u p w i t h w a r m w a t e r 3) P u t 

hea ted wa te r in to t he teapot 4) Wai t for a while for t he 

wa t e r t o cool off a b i t 5) Pu t t e a leaves in to t h e t eapo t 

6) Transfer t h e tea from the teapot to t he serving bowl 

7) S e r v e t h e t e a i n t o t h e t e a c u p a n d d r i n k i t w i t h 

fr iendly t a lks wi th t h e p e o p l e o r c o n t e m p l a t i o n . Of 

course , you m a y go on to t he second a n d th i rd r o u n d 

of re-brewing wi th t he s a m e tea leaves in t he teapot . 

The o the r m o s t popu la r way of p repar ing tea is with 

Malcha (tMi<k) o r green t ea powder . 1) Hea t t h e wate r 2) 

Dip t h e b a m b o o tea b r u s h in t he wate r so tha t t h e tea 

p o w d e r w o u l d n o t s t i ck t o t h e b r u s h 3) R i n s e t h e 

mixing a n d serving bowls wi th w a r m wa te r to ma in ­

t a i n t h e r i g h t t e m p e r a t u r e of t e a 4) P u t g r e e n t e a 

p o w d e r in to t h e mixing ce ramic bowl 5) Pu t a smal l 

po r t ion of wa t e r in to t h e mix ing bowl a n d t h e n mix 

t h e g reen tea powde r wi th t h e b a m b o o tea b r u s h 6) 

Pu t s o m e m o r e w a t e r in to t h e mix ing bowl 7) Once 

m o r e mix t h e g reen tea powde r wi th t he b a m b o o tea 

b r u s h 8) Transfer t he mixed tea to t he serving bowl, 

a n d t h e n serve it into t he tea cup a n d d r ink it. 

In t h e tradit ional tea ceremony, the re are about 28 

tea wares a n d about 30 ways of p repar ing the tea. In 

addi t ion t o such a delicate a n d complicated process of 

p r e p a r i n g tea , in t h e o l d e n t i m e s enjoying t ea w a s 

somet imes accompanied with reciting poems , or even 

s i n g i n g a n d d a n c i n g . T h e s e p l e a s u r e s a r e n o w , of 

c o u r s e , r a r e in o u r b u s y m o d e r n life. Yet o n e m a y 

choose a kind of tea one loves, a n d if it is no t easy to 

obta in minera l water , one m a y let t he t ap wate r stay 

overnight a n d use it. The mos t impor tan t th ing in tea 

ce remony is t o ma in ta in o u r puri ty a n d equan imi ty of 

mind , as well as ou r s o u n d body, dur ing our busy daily 

life. DJ 
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© korean temple 

K<&^e3n T e m p i e $ Jn 
- t h e Ce|6»<fw| f^utiAM^t S e a m a n 

The colorful autumn leaves in the mountains have all fallen down leaving the bare branches of 
trees in the early winter. In the northern part of the peninsula, snow has already fallen down 

adorning the bare branches of the trees. It is another beauty of the winter season in Korea on the 
heel of the beautiful autumnal season. That is how the Korean Peninsula earned the name of 

"the land of brocade and embroidery" spotted with beautiful colors and scenery of the four distinct 
seasons. The Korean temples in the deep mountains always look quiet and graceful, but from 
late autumn to the early winter is the best season of the year to appreciate the beauty of both 

mountains and the temple, and I want to introduce two temples, Muryang-sa in Buyeo County of 
South Chungcheong Province, and Sujong-sa in South Yangju City of Gyeonggi Province. 

M W p Y a n^—$a Muryang-sa is a b r a n c h t e m p l e of Magok-sa, t h e M a i n T e m p l e of t he Sixth District of t h e 

Jogye Order . It was founded dur ing the reign of King M u n m u (r. 661-680) of Shilla Dynasty. Mos t of t he bui ld ings 

were des t royed dur ing t h e J a p a n e s e invasion of t he pen insu la (1592-1598). I t h a s b e e n res to red twice, a n d t h e 

mos t of t he p resen t bui ldings were buil t in 1872 by Weonyeol Seunim. As if t o testify t o t h e old his tory of t h e 

t e m p l e , t h e r e a r e m a n y B u d d h i s t t r e a s u r e s : t h e Five Story S t o n e P a g o d a (Treasure #185), t h e S t o n e L a n t e r n 

(Treasure #233), t he Hall of Infinite Bliss (Treasure #356), a n d the Hang ing Buddhis t Paint ing of Mai t reya (Treasure 

#1265). T h e t e m p l e looks m o r e beautiful a n d attractive dur ing t h e win te r season. 

http://w\vw.murvangsa,or.kr Tel: 82-31-576-8411 
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5Mj6M<̂ —S3 Sujong-sa is a b r a n c h t emple of Bongseon-sa, t he Main Temple of the 25th District of the 

J o g y e O r d e r . It is loca ted o n Ungil M o u n t a i n over looking t h e H a n River, wh ich a d d s t o t h e b e a u t y of t h e 

s u r r o u n d i n g scenery. It is s i tua ted at t he half way u p to t h e peak of t he moun ta in , a n d it provides a nice s topping 

place for moun ta in -h ike r s . S o m e of t he i m p o r t a n t cultural proper t ies a re t he Relics (Blue ceramic pot, the golden 

miniature of 9 story pagoda, the six-sided gilded silver case) found in t h e Sar i ra S u t u p a (Treasure #259). All t h e s e a r e 

p rese rved in t h e Central Nat ional M u s e u m . 

T h e r e is a k ind of observa t ion p la t fo rm in front of Sujong-sa 's Main Hall overlooking t h e H a n River. O n e 

should not miss t he tea house called "Samjeongheon" in t he 

t emple . They teach tea ce remony if anyone is interested, a n d 

they also serve t ea 'on t h e h o u s e ' . T h e r e is n o way t o fully 

describe t he tas te of tea after c l imbing halfway u p to t h e peak 

of t h e m o u n t a i n over looking t h e flowing w a t e r of t h e H a n 

River. Tel: 82-31-576-8411 



®seon 

Ganhwa Seon'-
A Shortcut to Breaking 
Through Discriminating 
Living life itself is Ganhwa Seon, or the word-contemplation meditation. 
We can live and practice Ganhwa Seon simultaneously in our daily life with integrity, 
wisdom, and positive mind. 
The traditional tenet of the Jogye Order, 
the major and representative order of Korean Buddhism, is Seon or Zen Buddhism. 
The Jogye Order is now trying to popularize the Ganhwa Seon as its way of practice 
By Go-u Seunim Translated by Young-eui Park (pyu6412@yahoo.co.kr) 

24 

G a n h w a S e o n s e m i n a r , c o s p o n s o r e d b y t h e 

E d u c a t i o n a l B u r e a u of t h e J o g y e O r d e r , 

B o n g e u n - s a T e m p l e , a n d Bulgyo B u d d h i s t 

N e w s p a p e r , w a s he ld a t t h e Bo-u Hal l o n t h e after­

n o o n of S e p t e m b e r 20th in B o n g e u n - s a w i t h t h e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a b o u t 300 m o n k s , n u n s , a n d lay-

people. T h e s e m i n a r was conduc ted wi th t he D h a r m a -

talk of Go-u Seun im, a n d it was followed b y a ques ­

t i o n - a n s w e r s e s s i o n b y t h e f o l l o w i n g p a n e l i s t s : 

Seonbeop Seun im, t h e h e a d disciple a t t h e Cheolbul 

(Iron Buddha) Seon Monas t e ry , Dr. Byeon Hui -wook, 

Ins t ruc tor , Dept . of Phi losophy, Seoul Nat iona l Uni ­

v e r s i t y a n d K i m J u n - y e o n g , D i r e c t o r of A d m i n i s ­

t ra t ion of t h e Yeonhwa-won Welfare Founda t ion . 

Before a n s w e r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n s b y t h e pane l i s t s , 

Go-u S e u n i m said: "No m a t t e r w h a t type of pract ice 

tha t migh t be , t h e u l t imate objective of right Buddhis t 

p r a c t i c e m u s t b e a c h i e v i n g ' t h e c l e a r m i n d a n d 

serenity, sereni ty a n d clear m i n d because tha t is t h e 

fundamen ta l n a t u r e of ou r mind , which is, in fact, 

a n o t h e r n a m e for N i r v a n a a n d t h e B u d d h a -

n a t u r e . I n t h a t b l i s s f u l s t a t e , y o u w o u l d 

e x p e r i e n c e ' t h e w o n d r o u s b e i n g of t r u e 

empt iness ' wi th t he br ight rising s u n wi thout 

a slice of cloud in t h e e m p t y space." 

W h a t it m e a n s is t h a t a t ta ining enl ighten­

m e n t is n o n e o t h e r t h a n r ea l i za t ion of t h e 

e m p t i n e s s of b e i n g b y a w a k e n i n g f rom t h e 

de lus ion of ego-enti ty. A n d G a n h w a Seon, or 

t h e w o r d - c o n t e m p l a t i o n m e d i t a t i o n , is t h e 

m o s t e f fec t ive w a y t o s h e d off t h e d e l u d e d 

c o n c e p t i o n of ego-en t i ty , o r t h e d i s c r i m i n a t i n g 

m i n d of you a n d I, or th i s -and- tha t . T h e following is 

a s u m m a r y of q u e s t i o n - a n s w e r s e s s i o n b e t w e e n 

Mas te r Gou a n d the panel is ts . 

Seonbeop Seunim A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s u t r a , t h e 

disciples of S h a k y a m u n i B u d d h a a t t a i n e d A r a h a n t -

sh ip b y j u s t l i s tening to t h e d iscourse of B u d d h a o n 

the law of dependen t origination, t he Middle Way, t h e 

Four Noble Tru ths , a n d t h e Noble Eightfold Path , etc. 

But nowadays , few people a t ta in en l igh tenment even 

w i t h h a r d p rac t i ce of m e d i t a t i o n , let a l ong by j u s t 

l is tening to t he teachings of Buddha . W h a t could be 

t he reason? 

Alos fe r &o-u T h e u l t i m a t e objective of a m o n k is 

a t ta in ing e n l i g h t e n m e n t by reflecting u p o n the t r u e 

na tu re of being. Before taking the ordinat ion, people 

seek for their happ iness by s tudying books a n d secular 

k n o w l e d g e . Bu t it is a d i f ferent s t o ry w h e n a m a n 

b e c o m e s a m o n k . T h e object of t h e i r s t u d y is t he i r 

original na ture , or wha t a m I, no t secular happ iness . 

But t he m o d e r n society h a s changed from tha t of t h e 

ancient time of Shakyamun i Buddha . At t h e time of 

S h a k y a m u n i B u d d h a , m o s t p r a c t i t i o n e r s w e r e t h e 

h i g h m i n d e d a n d h a d a f i r m b e l i e f i n B u d d h a ' s 

teaching. Tha t was t he reason why they were able t o 

a t ta in en l ightenment by jus t l istening to t h e teachings 

of B u d d h a . But nowadays , it is no t easy t o find t h e 

high minded people, a n d on top of that , mos t people 

a r e e n g r o s s e d i n m a t e r i a l s u c c e s s a n d s e c u l a r 

happiness . 

Seonbeop Seunim According to t he books on h w a d u 

o r k o a n , M a s t e r s gave h w a d u to t h e p r a c t i t i o n e r s 

accord ing to the i r ability a n d c i r cums tances so t h a t 

t h e y could a t ta in e n l i g h t e n m e n t , a n d t h a t t r ad i t i on 

is h a n d e d d o w n to t h i s d a y . Yet n o w a d a y s , s o m e 

M a s t e r s h a n d o u t t h e i r h w a d u s t o t h e i r s t u d e n t s 

u n i f o r m l y r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r ab i l i ty a n d c i r c u m ­

stances. W h a t would you say to tha t? 

Alasf er &o-u T h e t op i c of giving h w a d u to p r a c ­

t i t i o n e r s is t r e a t e d a t t h e e n d of t h e b o o k A n I n ­

t roduct ion t o G a n h w a Seon. W h e n a Mas te r bes tows 

hwadu , h e m u s t th ink about wha t would b e t he m o s t 

su i table o n e to a pa r t i cu la r s tuden t , cons ider ing h i s 

abil i ty a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s . M o s t m a s t e r s , howeve r , 

u s u a l l y e n d u p w i t h a u n i v e r s a l o n e . S t i l l , s o m e 

pract i t ioners might have s o m e p rob lems of practicing 
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with t h e h w a d u they have received. In t h a t case, t h e 

Mas te r m u s t have a talk with t he s tuden t t o examine 

t h e p r o b l e m a n d give s o m e ins t ruc t ions . Otherwise , 

h e is no t a n able teacher , which is t h e c o m m o n p r o b ­

l em of today. It is like asking a traveling schedule to a 

j an i t o r a t t h e travel agent ' s office. O n e m u s t find a n 

able Master . To m a k e it worse, the re are m a n y books 

o n h w a d u pract ice t h a t should no t have b e e n publ ish­

ed, which mis lead t he readers . Tha t m e a n s one m u s t 

b e careful no t only in finding an enl ightened m a s t e r 

b u t selecting a reliable b o o k as well. All cons idered , 

s tudying condi t ions migh t no t b e favorable t h a n t h e 

anc ien t t i m e in spi te of great mate r ia l p rogress . But 

t h i n k a b o u t S h a k y a m u n i B u d d h a . D i d h e h a v e a 

t eacher? Still h e a t t a ined incomparab le w i s d o m a n d 

e n l i g h t e n m e n t . W h y n o t u s ? If w e follow t h e r igh t 

di rect ion of B u d d h a , we a r e in a far be t t e r s i tuat ion 

t h a n the B u d d h a was . Strive ha rde r . Tha t is w h a t you 

need, no t complaining, a n d you would b e happier . 

Vr. 3veon T h e r e a r e qu i t e a few n e w publ ica t ions 

a n d t rans la t ions on h w a d u practice. W o u l d they b e of 

any he lp for t he pract i t ioners? W o u l d it b e appropr i ­

a te for a Seon Mas te r to publ ish an exposit ion on h w a ­

d u practice? 

Alosfer Go—u There is a saying tha t if a snake dr inks 

w a t e r , w a t e r t r a n s f o r m s i n t o p o i s o n , a n d if a c o w 

dr inks water , wa te r t rans forms into milk. T h e collec­

t i o n of h w a d u o r k o a n is t h e col lec t ion of D h a r m a 

talks of Mas te r s . W e d o no t refuse t h e m . Ra the r we 

should s tudy t h e m with all ou r hear t . The records of 

P a t r i a r c h s a n d t h e co l l ec t ion of h w a d u s h o u l d b e 

s t u d i e d b e c a u s e t h e y a r e t h e w o r d s a n d w i s d o m of 

Buddha . However , it d e p e n d s on the s tuden t w h e t h e r 

s tudying the words of Mas te r s will t r ans forms to milk 

o r po i son , as it w a s in t h e cases of s n a k e a n d cow. 

Mos t of all, o n e shou ld never b e vainglorious from t h e 

k n o w l e d g e o n e ga ins . In s t ead , once hav ing s tud ied , 

o n e s h o u l d l eave all k n o w l e d g e b e h i n d t o b e t ru ly 

enl ightened. 

T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t factors are t h e r ight view a n d 

puri ty of mind . If one 's m i n d is p u r e a n d wise, n o evil 

o r de luded m i n d will arise. I n o the r words , it is no t t h e 

p rob l em of t h e books b u t t h e p r o b l e m of the reader . 

The re is n o difference be tween l istening a n d reading 

either. If you listen, t h a t is D h a r m a talk. If you read , 

t ha t is t he words of Buddha . Above all, if one is well 

advanced in h w a d u practice, o n e scarcely needs s tudy 

of w o r d s . S t u d y i n g s c r i p t u r e s a n d a c o l l e c t i o n of 

D h a r m a ta lks a r e for t h e lesser m i n d e d a n d for t h e 

pract i t ioners whose h w a d u pract ice is no t going well. 

Dr. Byeon W h a t i s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l d i f f e r e n c e 

b e t w e e n g a n h w a or h w a d u a n d in t rospec t ion of t h e 

m i n d ? T h e o ld m a s t e r s d i d n o t d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m . 

W e r e they right? 

AKRSF e r &o-u If you prac t ice G a n h w a Seon, o r t h e 

word-con templa t ion medi ta t ion , y o u r m i n d b e c o m e s 

clear, l uminous , a n d serene . So is t he in t rospect ion of 

m i n d . It b e c o m e s se rene a n d l u m i n o u s . Only differ­

ence be tween t h e m is t he o rde r of t h e s a m e s ta te of 

m i n d . T h a t is, wh ich c o m e s first, i l luminat ion or se ­

ren i ty? T h e r e is n o difference b e t w e e n t h e m in t h e 

u l t ima te sea rch for o u r original face o r p u r e n a t u r e , 

which is also called t h e B u d d h a - n a t u r e . T h e anc ien t 

P a t r i a r c h s i n s t r u c t e d e i t he r G a n h w a m e d i t a t i o n o r 

int rospect ion of the m i n d according t o t h e capabili ty 

of pract i t ioners . Chinese C h a n Mas te r Dahu i Zonggao 

(1088-1163) e m p h a s i z e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of G a n w h a 

medi ta t ion , b u t at t imes , h e also suggested in t rospec­

t ion of t he mind . 

One t ime, Mas te r Zonggao asked his s tudent : "What 

is it t h a t you a re hold ing now? Is it h w a d u ? " W h e n 

s tuden t said 'Yes ," t h e Mas te r suggested h i m to reflect 

u p o n it. W h a t this m e a n s is t h a t o n e shou ld pract ice 

according to one ' s ability w i thou t a t t a c h m e n t t o any 

single me thod . Anyone can at ta in en l igh tenment . But 

o n e m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t h w a d u is w h e r e t h e r e is 

ne i ther th inking no r words . This is t h e major p remise 

of h w a d u prac t ice . T h e mer i t of th i s prac t ice is t h a t 
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w h e n t h i n k i n g ceases , n o c o n c e p t i o n of you a n d I, 

this a n d tha t could violate t he pur i ty of mind . Tha t is 

where en l igh tenmen t lies - cessation of reasoning a n d 

duali ty of m i n d , a n d h w a d u is t h e gu idepos t a n d an 

aid to t he w a y of en l ightenment . 

Kim Jun-yeona Is it necessary t o re ta in h w a d u even 

a f t e r o n e h a s a t t a i n e d e n l i g h t e n m e n t ? I s t h e r e 

a n y t h i n g m o r e t o s t u d y o r p r a c t i c e af ter a t t a i n i n g 

en l igh tenment? If t he re is, wha t would tha t be? 

Master &o-u Let m e explain it with Ten Ox-herding 

P i c t u r e s . T h e f i rs t p i c t u r e o r s t a g e is go ing o u t in 

search of a n Ox o r ou r t rue na tu re . T h e last picture or 

s t age is a p p e a r i n g in t h e m a r k e t p l a c e t o t e a c h a n d 

deliver t he c o m m o n folks or sent ient beings. You m u s t 

even forget abou t y o u r a t t a inmen t of awaken ing for 

t he deliverance of c o m m o n folks. This is t he right way 

o r d i s p o s i t i o n of t h e a w a k e n e d . If you a r e a s k i n g 

about sudden a n d gradual en l igh tenment , so long as 

you are able to ma in ta in the luminous clear mind a n d 

se ren i ty , o r s e r en i ty a n d t h e l u m i n o u s c lear m i n d , 

you d o no t have t o worry abou t s u d d e n a n d gradual 

en l i gh t enmen t . T h e devotees of pa t r i a rcha l m e d i t a ­

t ion migh t disagree, bu t I see n o difference be tween 

t hem. D 

This is the first series of discourse on Seon or meditation by Master 
Go-u. We hope this series will be of some help for the readers in 
their hwadu practice. 
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translation 

Diary of the Seon Hall 

Betrayal of Appetite 
November 23 
In the 1970s a travelling monk named Ji-hur Sunim spent a retreat season at Sangwon-sa 
Temple and wrote a dairy. Times were simpler and the jobs given to the participants were 
specific 
and so their job is used as a name. Here is part of a serial translation: 
By J i - H u r S u n i m Translated by JongKweonYi(dharmaboom@hanmail.net) 

Th e t a s t e of b a k e d p o t a t o a t S a n g w o n - s a is 

s imply awesome. Maybe it is part ly because of 

t h e h u n g r y m o n a s t i c life h e r e , b u t , u n d e n i ­

ably, t h e r e exis ts a c e r t a i n t a s t e t h a t e v e n w e a l t h y 

u r b a n people can no t resist. 

H e r e is a s tory t h a t began several days ago. W h e n 

t h e f lame in t he fireplace c a m e d o w n in to t he ashes , 

a n a rmful of p o t a t o e s w e r e s to len f rom t h e s to r age 

a n d p u t i n t o t h e f i rep lace . T h e p o t a t o e s w e r e wel l 

c o v e r e d u n d e r t h e a s h e s k e e p i n g t h e s e e d s of fire. 

Be fo re t h e b e d t i m e a f t e r t h e e v e n i n g m e d i t a t i o n 

session, t he m o n k on du ty of baking po ta toes w e n t t o 

t h e fireplace to fetch t he po ta toes . I n t h e s ide r o o m , 

m o n k s in accomplice awai t t h e po ta toes wi th wate ry 

m o u t h s . 

After few h o u r s in t h e e m b e r s , po ta toes w e r e well 

d o n e . As t h e b u r n e d p o t a t o sk in w a s pee led , s t e a m 

a r o s e f rom t h e flesh of p o t a t o . I t t a s t e s l ike bo i l ed 

n u t s . Ea t ing t h r e e or four of t h e m sure ly dr ives t h e 

feeling of h u n g e r away. Whi le paying a t ten t ion t o peel 

t he pota to , t he m o n k s get black a r o u n d the m o u t h . As 

t h e feeling of h u n g e r goes away, t h e y can afford t o 

look at one ano the r a n d t h e n grin at each other . T h e 

whole process is thril l ing a n d rewarding . 

I n t h e beginning, t he b a k e d po ta to par ty took place 

a m o n g few m o n k s led by t h e Hea t ing -mas te r a r o u n d 

the fireplace outs ide. N o w the par ty is he ld inside t h e 

s ide r o o m . They can have t h e par ty in t h e s ide r o o m 

b e c a u s e t h e H o u s e - m a s t e r , t h e m o n k in c h a r g e of 

housekeeping , stays in a separa te bui lding o the r t h a n 

t h e medi ta t ion hall. 

As t h e n u m b e r of par t ic ipants increased the n e e d e d 

a m o u n t of po ta toes h a d to b e increased, too . After t h e 

secre t pa r ty , t h e m o n k s t h o r o u g h l y d i s p o s e d of t h e 

b u r n e d po ta to skin in rota t ion. I n t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e 

H o u s e - m a s t e r , t h e g e n i u s of m e a s u r e m e n t , no t i ced 

c o n s i d e r a b l e los ses of p o t a t o e s every n igh t . N o n e ­

theless , h e d id no t overtly forbid t h e par ty b y raising 

t h e issue a t t h e genera l Sangha mee t ing . Ins tead , h e 

ins ta l led a h a s p a n d locked t h e s to rage d o o r wi th a 

padlock. Still, t h e po ta to pa r ty cont inued . A m o n g t h e 

pa r ty m e m b e r s , t he re was a m o n k w h o can unlock any 

k ind of locks only wi th a nail a n d a nail clipper. It was 

t he House -mas te r ' s mis take t h a t h e did no t recognize 

such a ta len ted m o n k in t h e Sangha. 

After silent research to find a solut ion to cope wi th 
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t h e 'outflow' of pota toes , t h e House -mas t e r w e n t back 

from G a n g n e u n g City. In his h a n d s was he ld a h u g e 

n u m b e r - k e y pad lock . I m m e d i a t e l y , t h a t h e a v y - d u t y 

padlock was h u n g on the s torage door . 

Nonethe less , t h e pa r ty d id no t s top. O n t h e day, it 

was fa rmer m o n k ' s t u r n t o b a k e po ta toes . T h e farmer 

m o n k in h i s forties, however , h a d a u n i q u e habi t . N o 

m a t t e r which t e m p l e h e m a y visit, h e b reaks t he h inge 

if h e sees a locked door . His t heo ry is t h a t Buddha ' s 

disciples shou ld no t have anyth ing to h ide a n d to b e 

stolen. H e says h e feels f rustrated if h e sees a locked 

d o o r b e c a u s e a l o c k e d d o o r r e m i n d s h i m of t h e 

s e n t i e n t b e i n g s ' k a r m a a n d i g n o r a n c e t h a t a r e 

confined a n d locked. 

N o t t o m e n t i o n , h e d e s t r o y e d t h e h i n g e of t h e 

s t o r a g e d o o r t h a t t h e h o u s e - m a s t e r h a d l o c k e d in 

g rea t conf idence . T h e h o u s e - m a s t e r ' s h a d a se r ious 

f rown o n t h e face whi le t h e p o t a t o lovers could n o t 

h ide joyful smi le o n the i r faces t o defeat t h e h o u s e ­

mas te r . 

However , t he house -mas t e r was no t a n easy pe r son 

w h o w o u l d g ive u p s o s o o n a n d s i m p l y l e a v e t h e 

s t o r a g e w i t h t h e p o t a t o l o v e r s . Af te r few d a y s of 

contempla t ion , h e c o m e u p wi th an idea, a n d finally 

p u t t h e idea in to act ion. F r o m n o w on , h e decided, 

pota toes a re going to b e t h e m a i n dish at Sangwon-sa. 

T h e rat io of rice a n d pota to , which was six to four 

for lunch, has become four t o six, a n d th ree to seven 

for d inne r which used to b e half a n d half. On t o p of 

th i s , p o t a t o s o u p a n d fried p o t a t o w e r e a lso served 

a t eve ry m e a l . F a c i n g col lect ive c o m p l a i n t s of t h e 

S a n g h a m e m b e r s , t h e h o u s e - m a s t e r r e s p o n d e d as 

fo l lows: "You guys ea t p o t a t o e s in t h e n i g h t e v e n 

giving u p the sleeping time. This tells m e h o w m u c h 

y o u guys love t o ea t p o t a t o e s . I j u s t p r o v i d e d t h e 

p o t a t o - b a s e d d i s h e s in o r d e r t o fully sat isfy y o u r 

appeti te . I p romise I will officially change the m e n u in 

ano the r week." 

Very soon , t h e S a n g h a m e m b e r s b e c a m e t i red of 

po ta toes . T h e b a k e d po t a to pa r ty was over, a n d t h e 

p o t a t o l ove r s d id n o t ge t t o g e t h e r a n y m o r e . T h e 

h o u s e - m a s t e r w o n t h e g a m e , t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e of 

whimsica l h u m a n appe t i tes . W h a t a s t ra tegy! F r o m 

t h e n on, we acknowledged t h a t th is h o u s e - m a s t e r is 

o n e of t h e b e s t h o u s e - m a s t e r s in t h e w h o l e J o g y e 

Order . D 
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# Jogye Order news 

1 Joint South-North Completion Ceremony of the Restoration of Shingye-sa Temple 
The completion ceremony for the restoration of Shingye-sa Temple was observed at 9:00 on the morning of October 13th, 

2007, in front of the Main Hall. There were about 400 participants including Ven. Ji-gwan Seunim, Executive Director of 

Jogye Order and Yu Yeong-seon, Chairman of the Central Committee, the North Korean Buddhist Federation. The 

restoration project took three years and a half, and the great Dharma-bell was rung to announce the completion of 

restoration along with the unveiling ceremony of tablet. 

Shingye-sa Temple was completely destroyed in 1951 during the Korean War except the three-story stone pagoda and 

stone pillars of the Pavilion of Everlasting Life until Hyundai-Asan Foundation, with the start of the Diamond Mountain 

tourism, requested the Jogye Order to restore the temple In the year 2000. The restoration project began in April 2004, and it 

took three years and a half to complete with restoration of the Main Hall, the Pavilion of Everlasting Life, the Hall of Infinite 

Bliss, the Shrine of Saints, the Shrine of the Great Dipper, the Great Bell Pavilion, the Hall of Disciples, the Lecture Hall, the 

Mountain Spirit Shrine, and the living quarters; fourteen buildings in all. 

The Jogye Order invited Ven. Hsin Ting, the Representative of Buddha's Light International Association World Headquarters 

and his group of twenty-five Buddhist delegates from Taiwan to the Completion Ceremony. After this, they went on a temple 

tour in the South for six days from October 11th to 16th. 

2 Exhibition of Calligraphy by Weolseo Seunim 
Weolseo Seunim, a member of the Council of Elders, held an exhibition of his own calligraphy to help our brethren in the 
North Korea and migrant foreign laborers. It was held on the first floor of the exhibition hall of the Memorial Hall of the Korean 
Buddhist History and Culture from 1st of November to 10th of November. The number of items exhibited were about 130 
including the Diamond Sutra and the Flower Garland Sutra, written mostly with the famous Chusa style of penmanship. 
Weolseo Seunim has been practicing calligraphy with the conception of "the unity of Seon and calligraphy," and he has been 
working hard since last year for this exhibition. As mentioned above, all the earnings will be used to help the less-fortunate in 
the North and some migrant foreign laborers in the South. Seolseo Seunim has been to Pyeongyang, capital of North Korea, 
several times and had witnessed the hardship of our brethren in the North as beyond our imagination. A similar case is 
migrant foreign laborers in South Korea, he thinks, and Seunim thought that the Korean Buddhism must help these helpless 
people with the compassion of Buddha. "My exhibitions are perhaps not first-rate. Yet my sole wish is to be of some help to 
those needy people," Seunim said. 

30 



3 Ordination of Meritorious Bhikkuni 
For the first time in the history of Korean Buddhism, seven Bhikkunis (female monks) were ordained as Meritorious Bhikkunis at 

the Main Hall of Haein-sa Temple at 11 O'clock on 23rd October with the presence of Ven. Beopjeon, the Supreme Patriarch 

of Jogye Order, and assembly of about 1000 monks, nuns and lay-people. The seven newly ordained meritorious elder 

Bhikkunis were Hyeun, Jeonghwa, Gwang-u, Jeonghun, Myoeop, Jiweon, and Myeongseong Seunims. The Meritorious 

Ordination is the highest honor of the Order for a Bhikkuni, and it symbolizes the leadership and the power of practice. The 

meritorious ordination requires a recommendation by the Central Council of the Order, deliberation of the Council of Elders, 

and the final decision of the Ordination Committee. The meritorious ordination of Bhikkuni shows the firm will of the Order to 

raise the dignity of Bhikkunis. 

The ordination ceremony began with the reading of the letter of announcement by the Great Patriarch Boseong, Chairman of 

the Ordination Committee, offerings of flowers by the recipients of the title, the vowing ceremony, and presentation of 

certificates by the Most Venerable Beopjeon, the Supreme Patriarch of the Order. Throughout the world, China, Korea, and 

Japan are the only countries they allow the ordination of Bhikkunis, and Korea is the only country that has a hierarchical 

system of Bhikkunis. 

4 Jogye Temple Opens the Resting Facility for the Migrant Foreign Laborers in Yangju City 
Following the opening of Maitre, the Migrant Laborers Supporting Center, Wondam Seunim, Abbot of Jogye-sa Temple, 
opened a resting facility for the migrant foreign laborers, an auxiliary facility to Maitre, the supporting center of the migrant 
foreign laborers. An opening ceremony, with hanging of the signboard, was held at noon on October 14th. 
Jogye Temple has been operating the Migrant Foreign Laborers Supporting Center since 2002 for free medical treatment 
and legal counseling. However, as the Supporting Center is located in Jogye Temple in Seoul, which is far away from the 
working-places of most migrant foreign laborers, many of them living in Ansan and Paju areas had difficulty of using the 
Center. This was why Jogye Temple decided to open a resting facility for the migrant foreign laborers in the Yangju area 
where it is nearer to the working places of the migrant foreign laborers. As the function of facility is for spiritual recuperation 
as well as a temporary living place for the laborers who are out of a job and the resting place for medical patients, Jogye-sa 
leased an apartment, not an office. This resting facility will also be used as a place for Dharma Assembly by appointing 
Wachissara Seunim, a monk from Sri Lanka, as a full time Dharma-lnstructor in residence. At present, it is estimated that 
there are about 3,000 to 4,000 migrant foreign laborers in the Yangju area, and there is a steady increase in number. 
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<B Jogye Order news 

5 2007 "Kimchi Making" Event for Sharing Happiness 
"2007 Kimch Making Event for Sharing Happiness" was held as it was held last year in the front courtyard of Jogye Temple 

on the 8th of November with about 700 volunteer-workers. The work continued from 10 O'clock in the morning till five O'clock 

in the evening, and the total amount of Kimch they made was about 102 tons, and they were all delivered to 160 social 

welfare organizations and 4,200 low-income families. 

An opening ceremony was held at 11 O'clock in front of the Jegye-sa Main Hall, and Ven. Jigwan Seunim, Executive 

Director of Administration, gave the address: 'Three most urgent daily necessities for happiness are food, clothing, and 

housing, and of these, first comes food. Nonetheless, we must not be too voracious or choosy. Food is to maintain our body, 

mind, and health, no more and no less, and we must always thank for all the labors to yield and supply them by leading a 

simple and frugal life. Above all, we must remember that sharing is the highest virtue, sharing not only food, but happiness, 

suffering, and just about everything, which is the foundation of compassion and the peace of the entire world. 

After the opening ceremony, Ven. Jigwan Seunim, Catholic Bishop Park Gyeong-jo and Minister Im Myeong-gyu joined the 

Kimchi-making job. Other Seunims and important personages who joined the event were Wonhak Seunim, Director of 

General Affairs of the Jogye Order, Sugyeong Seunim, Director, Bureau of Culture, Shimgyeong Seunim, Director of 

Protocol, Wondam Seunim, abbot of Jogye Temple, Kim Shin-bae, President of SK Telecommunications, Bae Jun-dong, 

Vice President, Im Won-il, Managing Director, and other volunteer workers from many organizations. 

6 The 8th Short Training Course for Making Adorning Lanterns 
The Cerebration Committee of Buddha's Birthday (Chairman, Ven. Ji-gwan Seunim, Executive Director of Administration) operated a 
short training course for making adorning lanterns at Jogye Temple twice to prepare for the commemoration ceremony of 
2008 Buddha's Birthday. These lanterns, made with sincere wish and devotion of the trainees, are to illuminate the 
ignorance of sentient beings and the world in darkness. 

Adorning lanterns, which is usually large in size, illustrate many Buddhist symbols, and they are used as decorations in the 
Dharma Hall or in the temple yard. They are also widely used in the Lotus Lantern Festival and its Lantern Parade, and each 
lantern bears characteristics of the temple and organization by which they were made. 

The training course was operated twice at 34 temples and Buddhist organizations throughout the country with about 80 
participants. The various lanterns they made range from the maiden lantern to the Dharma bell lantern, the carp lantern, the 
turtle lantern, the flag lantern, the teddy bear lantern, etc. The committee is also supervising the cultural event of traditional 
lantern exhibition and competition every year to display the Korean traditional lanterns made with the native Korean paper in 
colorful designs. 
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C h a n g i n g t h e W a y Y o u S e e t h e W o r l d 

Respect for life 
Spiritual Buddhist Culture 

Harmony with Nature 
within Temple Gates 

Korean traditions and culture are living and breathing daily. 
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44 / take refuge in the Buddha. 

I take refuge in the Dharma. 

I take refuge in the Sangha. 55 

•Vj Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism 


