celebration of the season

Enlightening the Loadl...

So the Buddha’s Enlightenment Day is on January 26, 2007. Talking about the
Buddha’s enlightenment is not an easy matter because we are told that without
experience it for ourselves we cannot judge. The result is that many schools of
Buddhism have simply dismissed the possibility by saying that it might be only possible
in a far off lifetime. Korean Buddhism is divided between those that say it is possible
now and those that say it is far off, between those that say practice before only and those
that say practice before and after. Elsewhere I am told that I am a Buddha and already
enlightened but I do not know it. Some authors even suggest pretending that you are
already enlightened so you experience the feeling!

So what can I do with all this, me, the simple Buddhist? Let us, just for a moment, bring
all these ideas down to our level. What, as a Buddhist, do I really want in life?




