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What Have We Got to Hold Onto
in this Life?

(A Question and Answer talk given by Master Dharma TeacherMu. Deung Su Nim
during a Yang Maeng Jong Jin at Providence Ze_[1 Center October 1,.1983.)

Adeline: 1 have a friend named Terry who. is

missing. She was in a small plane that
-

crashed in thesea. So. everyone assumes s_lle
died. But if she is dead, where is she? .

.'

iytSDN: What are you.doing now? ;,

Adeline: Sitting here talking to. You.
�\--

"

MDSN: So. you knowwfiere your friend
-':"'went.

..

\
Adeline: I don''t understand.

MDSN: So where did.Terry go? Where did
'my father go? Don't-know, Before this,
Adeline talked about having some idea
abour o.·u'r life that makes our life seem'

· SU'bstanti�1 � It gives us some reason for

living, some direction, What am I. doing
here? Why am I a monk? Don't-know. But
when you have n� idea, only one' question -...
appears: What is'this? Why.do I spend my
time working? Right now it's the job that
has [0. be done. But"as for some deeper
meaning than that? I only have an idea.
Maybe her friend Terry went to. heaven.
Maybe she went to. hell. Does it really
matter what my idea is? If I hit you, what
do yo.u say?

.

Adeline': Ow! Do. you hear something if I
· say "Ouch?"

MDSN: Say "Ouch."

Adeline: Ouch.Did you hear that?

.

,
MDSN: I don 't know 'anything.' Today my

-

-speech comes from wheres Itcornes fro.m-
· my heart, o.k? It has no. Dharma"it has,
no.thing at all. [t cannot answer ��y ,

questio.n, or do apything. It has no idea. It
cannot see', hear, think, taste, touch. But I
am only sitting here talking to. yo.u: About
'what? Who. kno.ws? I have rIO Dharma. I

'hav� nothing at alL I call't. figure o.u1 \�·ba.t )
I'm doing here. Can you? Ifyo.u can, please'
tell me! .

"

Q: But there is taste and touch and hearing,
even if you say" I do.n't taste o.r '(o.uch or

·;'hear." ..

'
.

MDSN: ""(hal's o.nly naming, mad� by yeu',' ,

by mt, by, all o.f us. Tnat's only an id.ea. I :

,. say {'_see yo.u: you m'usr attain thauThat .

_has n.9· name o.r fo.rm. That's no.t
.

!

dependeni on hearing" ,o.n like or dislike;'
co.rrect o.r incorrect, good or bad. It'snot
pependent on anything at'all. "The will is
whitf' is not depend'ent on any pliiloSQphy.

· My exes seeing you is not dep.endent on
any tiling'. Se.eing, hearing, tasting, .'

touching, thinking, feeling, moving ......are

not depende.nt on.anything. We make it
.

dependent o.nsomething. ·You. gp·to.C! .,.
movie and it's a bad one. Your eyes don't
like it. But your ey�s didn 'rna! like that

;/

.

- movie, eithcr..Your eyes have no opinion.\.
Your eyes, ears, nose, t"c5rigue', oody,

.

'min'd_:_are not qependent 0)1 anyt.hing. Yo�
make.it dependen_t on someihing; so it is
depenpent on something. If it depends oil
any]hing, the.n you have suffering.

. �

. /. . �' '. \

Q: Recently a lot of us have been learning .

about the medical conseq'uences of a
.

nuclear w�r. MY'qU'estiorl i�: if you have a'

friend who is .drowning or if you're aware
that a nuclear bomb can wipe out all your
friends, whai is the correct thing to do?

MSDN: You must practice. very hard,

Qr.But if you are sitting on the shore,
.

practicing very hard, then your friencfwill
drown.

MSDN: If you are.practicing very hard,,"
then you will be ble to jump into the ocean
and save your friend=-no.problem, This life'
is very funny. What do. we want?'We say we'.

.' want to. attain our true' self. We say we want
to attain freedom From life anddeath, to
save all sentient beings: That;s what we say,',
;'we want as Zerrstudents, Not only Zen'

students, but otherpeople'saythis. But'if ,

you want todo thai, then you must really:
do that.

. ,

.

In China there was a government official
who later became a Zen Master, duting the

Tung dynasty. His mime was Chi.Su� He
was in ch'arg'e of handling all the mon'e.y that
'came into the Emperor's treasury. He was

� very smart, and ev'eryone liked and trustea­
him... People valued hjs,opi·nion. Then one

day he took a hu�e �mounfo.f_money out o.f
the trea�ury and ju�'t gaye it away to a,lot of
,people. I�:was a·great crime. ',,' ,

'" The.pther lJ1en in his depa�t\nent said,
"We'lik� Chi Su and.truSt hjlJ:l, but.this.is ..

'crazy.! As honest men, wh�l<;an we qo?'"
So they tpld the.Emperor what Chi·Su had,'
done. The,Emperor said, "There, must be ..

'

some ulterior motive for this action. B�t.
. it's o.�r law �hat there 'Ire <;eriain wq.ys·o� :.'
appropriating money. This was·a big. ,. "

misl"ake,QI1 hi�. part; Take him to court. ".. '.'
Ch,i Sti was tried;and senteri'ced to. .: .

" '.
"

executie�. Nobodywimted to do it; b)Jt·' (".
'lhey.h�d·decic;lep,0iJthei,� 1a:,<, and he,had: ;,
brok'en is. T\:te day.of th� executio..I:l, cam.e, ,/ .

. The Emperor'called the exec'u�·ioner,·a grl!at·
..

. swo.rdsman, a'man 'who could cut.off,Yciur:,- "

, hea� so cleal!iy �md' q;;)ck1� tha�ther'nva.s. " ..
no. suffering. The·EmperOr,saj.li:to.hjql,: .",'
"Wheo you raise your swo.rd 'imd are ready. .,

to cut,off his �ead, first iook a't·his face ... lf.c·' ,

his face,�hows any signs of r�gret o.r,. ".. ,

remo.rse o.r puzzlement, cut o.ff.his head.. '.

Cl"uickIX .. ��n'ot, don't cut." .

"
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On the appointed' day, Chi Su put.his
head on the block. The swordsman lifted
his sword, ready to cut off his head. He
looked down and saw Chi Su smiling.
Smiling! Chi Su, seeing the bewilderment
on the swordsman's face, looked up at him
and said, "I dedicate this next birth to. all
sentient beings"
I So of course hedidn't have his head cut
off. A messenger ran and told the Emperor,
-who was very proud of Chi Suo He knew
there had been some ulterior motive for Chi
Su's action. So he-called for Chi Su and
said, "lam very happy. But we in the

government want to understand why you
,gave all that money away.'! .

Chi Su said, "For a long time now-I've

been thinking about quitting my •

government post, giving alms to the people, -

and only practicing Buddhism. So-I decided

that in'my next life, if you Killed me now, 1
would be' reborn as a Zenstudent.and.only

. practice Buddhism."
"

.

,

At that time it was v.ery difficult to-get ,

out of a government post,especially. a high­
ranking one. You.couldn't just quit your, '.

job, IfhadiObeappro'ved by the Emperor, .

and Chi Su didn't.think thatwould happen.
-He did this action without any concern
about whetherhe would get it reprieveor
·not. _"�: , .

The Emperor said, '.'1 will give you a new

name, Yen Shu, which means 'prolonged
life.' Yen Shu became a Zen.student.-and a

· 'short timelater, 'maybe five years! became' a
\

ZenMaster.,· \ .

Chi'Su said, "I dedicate. this next birth t�
all sentient·beings." Because he had enough

· faith, he gave himself up. Because of his .'

determination, he had faith that he would
be born as a Zen student and not a a -, ...
government official. He.was willing to risk
his life to.find out: What is this? Just once
you must want to give up your life: .

.

Whether you do it or not doesn 't matter.
.

" ,.

Dogen Zenji says that if in this lifetime
we have-not once gotten that taste, we
cannot ente�uddhism completely. Just
one taste.·But we all hold our opinions and
say we \yant t1"!at taste,_but how.much·are
we really willing to let go? How many of us
a�e really willing te try t:oplO,OO0 years? So

-= you see, it doesn't matter where Adeline's'
� friend went:

_

It do.esn't matter 'what' i'in;
i doing now. All that matters is that we try;

· c()mpletely.. . .'

.

At the topof a 100 foot pole Dogen Z�nji
. 'saysthat you'must even forget aboutsaving
all beirigs. You must walk'past the'place:

,,- 1

continued on page'9

JVhiit is 'one thing?'
.
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Zen Master Ku Sahn
(1910-1�83)

.

The Ven. Ku Sahn Su Nirn, Zen Master
�f one of Korea's most famous temples,
Song Gwang Sa, died on December 16, at
the age of 73.

. A few days before he died, he recited the
."-.

following: '
,

• "Samsara and Nirvana are originally
not two;

As the sun rises in the sky
.

.

IJt<illuminates the three thousand
,

worlds."
. ' ':..' Under Ku Sahn Su Nim's

leadership, Song 'Gwang'Sa (also known-as
Vast Pines �on�stery) attracted monks and -

nuns from many Western countries, includ-
. ,'" -ing America .. Ku Sahn Su 'Nini was 'noted

·

for-his efforts in revitalizing Korean Bud­
.dhism; he often traveled around Korea
•

speaking to lay Buddhist groups, He estab­
.

lished two temples in America: in 1972,.the
·

Korean Buddhist Sambosa (Temple of the
ThreeTreasures) in Carmel Valley; C.A;.

· and in 1980, Korea Sa, il· branch temple of
Song Gwang Sa, in Los Ange�es. He is also
the author of NineMountains;a collection
ofhis Dharma talks. _;. '.

.

Ku Sahn Su Nim was born in ]910 and
worked as a barber until age 28, when he­
became amonk under Zen Master Hyo

'

Bong, one of the celebrated Zen Masters of
his era. After seven·years of hard practice,

·

Ku Sahn Su Nim was certified by Z�n'
,

Master Hyo Bong, who. transmitted the'
Dharma-tp him four years.later. Ku Sahn
Su Nim worked atNational Sangha Head-"

-

quarters in Seoul, and then. returned to his
.

hermitage for another three years of hard v-;
•.

training.' -, .
.

On behalf of the whole-sangha of the'
..

Kwan Urn Zen School, Zen Master Seung,
( Sahn offers profound condolences on the _

occasion of Ku Sahn Su Nim's death. He
\ prays that the Zen Master will keep the
Or,eat V_ow, return to this wo.rldagain,
attain the great work, and save all beings
fro._m suffe.ring. Zen MasterSeung �ahn
wrote the fo.llowing poem tomarKKti Scihn
Su Nim's death.

I

)
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Where does the great Zen MasterKu Sahn
stay now?

I

.

Do you understand that?

Aigo Aig.o! Aigo!
. ;Y
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ChogyeMoun,tain is diways blue, .-

"

Chog:re Strefl"! rever�tops f1o��ng.
"�:" ..
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