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Geomancy,

the Ancient Ecology
Goats and Power Spots

It is a classic Zen Master Seung Sahn story. Several years
ago, on one of his early trips to Europe, he was visiting a
fledgling Zen group in rural Spain. The main house was
located on the down slope of a mountain, surrounded by slow
running streams. The community tended to a small herd of
goats, which lived in an old stone barn just uphill from the
house.

The Zen Master was very pleased: “This is wonderful. You
are practicing together. But this house,” he added politely but
firmly, “this house is not correct. It should be moved seven
feet to the left. And these goats, they are living on the power
spot, draining human beings’ energy. You should be practic-
ing where the barn is. And you should sell the goats.”

We are amused by such anecdotes, but the Zen Master was
serious. If Zen is grounded in our direct experience — what
we hear, what we see, what we smell, what we sense — then
we must ask: in that moment, what was he sensing?

What he was perceiving was a “balance of energy.” Zen
Master Seung Sahn hails from the rich tradition of Korean
Buddhism. Disciples in that culture look for patterns of
energy in much the same way that we in the West try to discern
patterns of behavior. An Asian monk observes a house out-of-
balance; your auto mechanic hears a faint rattle and instantly
understands its origin. Both are practicing awareness. What
we are trained to look for influences what and how we
perceive.

The relationship of the natural elements has been studied
in the Orient since the early days of civilization. Geomancy,
the study of energy patterns at specific locations,
uses an understanding of the natural world to find
the human being’s place in it. lIts goal is harmony;
its tools are mindfulness and compassion; and it is
incomprehensible without interconnection. Man
affects nature, nature affects man; the boundaries

blur and disappear.
Richard Streitfeld O
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The Power of Practice
A tale of old Korea

Zen Master Seung Sahn

Buddhism in Korea has a long oral tradition. These
stories, transmitted across the generations, helped preserve
Korean Buddhism during periods of invasion and repression.
Zen Master Seung Sahn is a noted raconteur, and often relates
this tale when asked about geomancy.

About two hundred years
ago, a young woman, Mrs. Lee,
lived with her husband in the
city of Seoul, the capital of
Korea. They had three young
sons and her husband imported
and sold fine, high-quality
Chinese silk fabrics. It was a
happy, comfortable existence
for the family. Mrs. Lee herself
was very devout and prayed to
Kwan Seum Bosal constantly
for the prosperity of her fam-
ily.

One time the husband had
to go to Pusan, a city in the far south, on a business trip. A few
weeks later news came to Mrs. Lee that her husband had died
in Pusan. Her world was shattered. But she was a courageous
woman, and she went to Pusan to collect her husband’s body
and take possession of the inventory he was traveling with, the
bulk of his capital.

In those days the only way to travel distances was to walk.
Since it was not possible to carry her husband’s body all the

Continued on next page
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The Power of Practice

Continued from previous page

way to Seoul, Mrs. Lee arranged to have the head cut off and
embalmed. She put the head in a box, and wrapped the box
with most of the Chinese silks her husband had been travelling
with. Mrs. Lee hired a servant to carry the box back to Seoul.
During their walk back to Seoul, they would stop overnight at
country inns; at these inns, Mrs. Lee always kept the box in her

own room.
They reached the city of Chonan, which is a major intersec-

tion of roads from the south (Pusan) and west
(Seoul). At Chonan, Mrs. Lee stayed in a coun-
try inn. It so happened that another man who was
staying at the inn at the same time was also a
dealer in Chinese silks. With only one glance at
the silks Mrs. Lee was carrying with her, this
man knew that her silks were of a much higher
quality than any he had ever dealt in. He knew
he could get very good prices for these silks, so
he decided to steal them.

Not wishing to be caught, however, he pre-
pared a box of similar dimensions and wrapped
it in a thin layer of inferior silks of exactly the
same color. He knew only a connoisseur could
tell the difference merely by looking at them.
With his box ready, he waited for Mrs. Lee to go
to sleep. To his frustration, he found that as the night wore on
Mrs. Lee was sitting upright in her room and chanting the
“Kwan Seum Bosal” mantra very softly for hours on end.

Finally, in the wee hours of the morning, she lay down to
sleep. The businessman-turned-thief quietly entered the room
and switched boxes. With the precious box in his hands, he left
the inn and ran away as far as he could into the woods. Finding
an isolated spot, he started unwrapping the box. To his great
surprise, he found a wooden box inside the wraps, rather than
the bale of silks he had expected. With equally great curiosity,
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he opened the box and shrieked in horror at seeing a human
head inside. He kicked the box away from himself; the head
fell out and rolled down a slope into a lake.

Mrs. Lee woke up in the morning and started her journey
back to Seoul. Soon she reached home and, in the presence of
her grieving relatives, opened the box. She was dumbfounded
to see that the box inside was empty; moreover, it was not even
the same box she had packed in Pusan! What had happened
to her husband’s head? Completely puzzled, she
nonetheless went through the mourning ceremo-
nies and soon started looking after her husband’s
business. She took equally good care of her three
sons. Her business prospered and she became the
leading silk merchant in Seoul. Her business
advice was widely sought. She put her three sons
through the finest schools with the best tutors, and
they became fine scholars. They all passed the
civil service examinations and were appointed as
magistrates and high administrators by the royal
court.

The sons convinced their mother they could
support her very comfortably, so she wouldn’t
have to work so hard at her business any longer.
The business was very prosperous and sure to

attract a number of buyers. Mrs. Lee acceded reluctantly to
her sons’ pleas, but on one condition: that her sons help her
build an inn in the town of Chonan, which she would operate
herself! It was a most unorthodox wish, but she would not
change her mind and finally the sons helped her build the inn.

Mrs. Lee opened the inn with an unusual offer. Anyone
could stay free of charge for one night, provided they tell her
an interesting story from their life experience! Many came to
stay overnight at the inn, some out of curiosity, some out of
gratitude for her generosity. Late each morning, she would
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hold court in the front parlor, where the guests would gather
to tell her their stories.

One day, an old man appeared among the guests. When it
was his turn, he told how, many long years earlier, he had once
stayed at an inn in Chonan. He had seen a young woman with
a box of fine Chinese silks and had switched the boxes. To his
surprise, Mrs. Lee became greatly excited. She grabbed him
by the collar and started shouting, “So you are the thief who
stole my box.” The frightened guest protested that it was many
years ago and there was no longer anything that could be done
about it. Mrs. Lee calmed down and told him she didn’t want
to take any action against him; she only wanted to know what
he had done with the box inside the silks. He then told her his
whole experience of running into the woods, unwrapping the
box only to find a head, and kicking it away in horror.

Mrs. Lee prevailed upon him to take her to the spot where
this incident had taken place many years ago. From the top of
the slope, she followed the path which her husband’s severed
head had taken when the box was kicked away by the horrified
thief. She hired divers to try to find the head; she consulted
skilled geomancers to find an auspicious place to bury the
head if it were recovered.

After much consulation among themselves, the geomancers
told Mrs. Lee that the spot in the lake where the head had
originally landed was actually the most auspicious place for a
burial. They listened to her whole story and told her that the
success and prosperity she had been able to achieve in busi-
ness after her husband’s death could be attributed to the
auspicious location of her husband’s head in the lake. Further-
more, a geomancer-monk told her that the rolling down of her
husband’s head into that auspicious location was not an
accident; it was due to her faith and constant chanting of the
name of Kwan Seum Bosal.

After hearing all these findings, Mrs. Lee was very grateful
to the thief who had been an unwitting tool for her good
fortune. Even though his action had caused her great pain, it
turned out to be a blessing for her. To show her appreciation
for this accident of karma, she gave money and gifts to the
thief and repeatedly expressed her gratitude.

This story is about the original mind of Korean Buddhism.
This mind is very pure, very strong. Just have faith in some-
thing, then do your practice. Originally there is nothing; so,
originally, there is no Kwan Seum Bosal. There is only the
power of your mind. All things that happen to you, good things
and bad, come from your own mind. That is karma. So, mind
is karma, karma is mind. Both are empty. Then, how do you
keep your mind in this moment? Just do it. Then you will get
everything. That is the true meaning of geomancy, the true
meaning of Buddhism. O
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Living in Harmony with the Land
An Overview of Geomantic Principles

Mu Soeng Sunim

The question “where shall we live?” has been a dominant
theme in the Chinese way of looking at the world since time
immemorial. The art of geomancy (Chinese: feng-shui; Ko-
rean: pung-su; literally, “wind-and-water” ) is used to deter-
mine the energies of a specific location. Its premise is that
certain sites are more auspicious for habitation than others.

The Chinese postulated that the earth is a living entity, and
as such carries currents of energy much like those that travel
through the central nervous system in our own bodies. Posi-
tive currents — those carrying good “ch’i” or “life-force” —
are known as dragon-lines. They are thought to follow the
flow of underground water and the direction of magnetic
fields beneath the earth’s surface. Some of the dragon-lines
are punctuated here and there with “dragon-points” or “en-
ergy-centers,” much like the meridian points known to the
-acupuncturists. Energy centers are points at which a particu-
larly potent source of ch’i gushes to the surface. Some of the
dragon-lines have branches, like tap-roots, which tend to
siphon off the flow of ch’i and diminish its force.

The impact of geomancy on Chinese and Korean culture
has been profound. A belief in feng-shui has meant an ability
and willingness to live in harmony with the land, as well as a
belief that man should not bring about disorder in the geoman-
tic harmony of nature by indiscriminately modifying natural
landscapes. The culture of China and Korea can hardly be
understood apart from the influence of feng-shui. In fact, an
observer of Chinese history and geomancy has remarked,
“Perhaps one can go a step further. Perhaps the ‘rootedness’
of Chinese civilization, the Chinese sense of belonging to the
earth, their capacity to live without friction in colossal num-
bers — have all, in the long run, resulted from their adherence
to the principle of ‘feng-shui’.”

In the Chinese world-view, “yin” and “yang” forces are at
the root of all things. In their interaction with each other, they
are the moving forces of our world and all its manifestations.
Yin is seen as female, receptive, yielding, and nurturing, while
yang is seen as male, active, dominating, and creative. The
interaction of these two opposing forces produces the “five
elements”: wood, fire, earth, metal, and water. These ele-
ments are not static, but rather dynamic and interacting forces.

What makes one place more auspicious than others?
According to geomancy, it is because of the availability of
vital energy in a place. The energy of yin-yang interactive
forces belches and becomes wind, ascends and becomes
cloud, fights and becomes thunder, descends and becomes
rain, and flows under the ground and becomes vital energy.
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This vital energy flowing under the ground supports all living
things.

Calming the Wind

Just as a plant has roots, a stem, branches, leaves, and
flowers, a landscape, especially a mountain, has comparable
parts. As all parts of a plant are linked in the production of a
fruit, similarly all components of mountains and watercourses
form a system which produces auspicious places. The two
important functions of a mountain in geomancy are delivering
vital energy to an auspicious place and “calming the wind”
(storing the energy) in it. The transmission of vital energy is
entirely dependent upon the shape of the mountain ranges at
the geomantic location. Of all the surrounding mountains,
four are the most important:

“Black Turtle” is the mountain located at the top of a site;

it is also called the Main Mountain.

“Red Bird” is the mountain located in front of a geomantic

location.

“Blue Dragon” is the mountain range on the left side of a

site.

“White Tiger” is the mountain range on the right side of a

geomantic location.

The task of both the Blue Dragon and the White Tiger is to
calm the wind by encircling the auspicious place.

The presence of water in front of the site helps to hold the
vital energy which is being delivered by the main mountain.
A desirable watercourse flows in a curve, as if embracing the
auspicious place, from an angle perpendicular to the mountain
ranges. When watercourses and mountains run in the same
direction, the area is inauspicious. Good watercourses are
gently meandering with many curves, never following a
straight line. If the curves are too sharp, or are tortuous, the
watercourse is considered to be very bad. A watercourse is
considered auspicious when it meanders as if looking back
again and again at the site with a sense of love.

An auspicious place is said to yield the greatest benefits
only through association with ethical people. An evil person
may be able to get short-term benefits from such a place but
eventually he will be misled by the energies of the place to
abandon it.

The principles of geomancy require symmetry, balance,
beauty, and harmony among geomantic components in any
given place. Each individual component of a landscape, and
the landscape as a whole, can influence human beings. [
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Locating a Temple at Furnace Mountain
A Study in Geomancy
Robert Genthner, Ji Do Poep Sa Nim

"When you find your place where you are, practice occurs, actualizing the fundamental point."
— Dogen

The practice of geomancy regards all of nature as a single living organism. The earth is similar to the human body. It has
meridians, which support power centers. For example, the body has meridians along the arms, legs, spinal column, and head, all
supporting one point, the “tanjien” (“energy garden”), which is two inches below the navel. Similarly, there are places on the earth
that exist in the same kind of balance.

Just as there are teachings that point the way, perhaps there are also places that provide added support for spiritual practice,
land configurations that aid and facilitate this work. The truth can be realized in any situation: on the bus, in the kitchen, on
vacation. But when our bodies are very sick we go to a hospital, where it is quiet and the energy is organized for healing. The
healing of the mind is different; for this we must go to places in nature where the energy is balanced and promotes a gradual healing.

“Black Turtle” or the “Main Mountain” at Furnace Mountain, the mountain located at the top of the site.

After we purchased a four hundred acre mountain-top farm in Kentucky five years ago, Zen Master Seung Sahn came to help
locate a temple site. When we took him to the top of the big rock which crowns the mountain, he looked out across the valley
to get his bearings. Then his body began to shake and he said, “This spot has the best geomancy of any land I have ever seen. If
it were in Korea, many people would give whatever they could to develop it as a place for spiritual practice. Giving to a place
where the energy is balanced means getting back a great deal more.”

As one walks along the back ridge of Furnace Mountain to the top of the rock and looks out, one can see across the horizon
many mountain ridges that all support a single point. Coming down from the top, one is surrounded by mountains forming a natural
bowl. A bowl made up of giant arms and legs encircles the tanjien of the land. This tanjien or power spot is the site for the main
meditation hall of the future temple. The poetic image is that the tanjien is the nest where “golden chicken hatches golden eggs,”
gold being the metaphor for enlightenment.

Furnace Mountain, with its caves and rock outcroppings, has long been used by Native Americans as holy land. There have
been many artifacts dug from the caves that document its use as far back as prehistoric times. This land is also registered in the
National Register of Historic Places because of a prehistoric carving of a bird’s foot on the face of the big rock.

The mountain was named Furnace Mountain because it was once the site of large outdoor smelting furnaces in which iron ore

Continued on next page

Winter/Spring 1991 Page 7



PRIMARY POINT

Furnace Mountain

Continued from previous page

was processed. The iron was used to make cannonballs, which
were shipped down the Ohio River and used in the Battle of
New Orleans, the mountain’s “sarira” (see glossary page 27)
in the service of war.

Many people have visited the mountain since its purchase.
The well-known Cambodian monk Maha Ghosananda was
here, and we were looking for a site to build a hermitage for
Cambodian monks. He seemed to like a place on the cliff
overlooking the main road. When it was pointed out that this
was close to the road and one could hear the cars, he looked out
over the ridge and said, “Yes, standing in nirvana, we look out
into samsara.”

Recently a neighbor’s 85-year-old grandmother visited.
While standing on the power spot on New Year’s Day, without
knowing anything about Buddhism or geomancy she said,
with a twinkle in her eye, “Oh, this place is magical.”

What is it about this particular piece of land that provides
support for spiritual practice? The dynamic energy of the
power spot demands attention. And yet not everyone who
comes to the land to work or practice has a good feeling. It has
been our experience that when one holds anything while

-practicing and working on the land, one comes face to face
with that holding. While this is true in our daily lives, it seems
to be intensified by the strong energy of the land. “Transcen-
dent Wisdom is like a great mass of fire. Approach it, and it
burns off your face.”

The practice of geomancy, like any practice, can be one of
delusion or one of realization. When practiced from the mind
of fear and hope it can become superstition and obsession. On
the other hand, it can be a practice of attention, to the earth and
to the earth’s energy. Perhaps in this attention there can be the
realization that we are not separate from the world. The earth
is our body, and heaven our breath. O

Powell County

Six warriors painted gold and red

Smile at Buddha, killing her dead.

As the morning sun melts their crystal spears

A backfiring pick-up shatters all fears.
Kwang Myong Sunim
Furnace Mountain
22 January 1991

The Furnace

A burning Bodhisattva

Illumines heaven and hell blackening

Her feet, she dances

Through the transparent wall crumbling

The cool evening breeze.
Kwang Myong Sunim
Furnace Mountain
12 March 1991
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Through Many
Dynasties

Geomancy and Korean
Buddhism

Mu Soeng Sunim

When did geomancy first set foot in Korea? The science
of feng-shui was brought from China by Zen Master Toson
(827-898). Toson had gone to China to further his Buddhist
studies, and while there happened to become acquainted with
geomantic principles and practices. The impact of geomancy
was such that it soon transcended the confines of the Buddhist
world in Korea and became an integral part of Korean society
and ways of thinking.

According to geomantic tradition, a military commander
named Sejo was building a new house for his family when
Toson, recently returned from China, walked through the
area. When he saw the house under construction, he remarked
“flax is being planted in a place where sweet rice should be
planted.” Sejo’s wife heard the remark and persuaded her
husband to go and talk to Toson. Together Sejo and Toson
walked in the area and Toson picked a more auspicious site for
the house. The monk also told Sejo that he would have a son
and advised him to name the child Wang Kon. Toson left a
sealed letter for the future child and addressed it “To the
master of unification of the three Hans (kingdoms) of the
future.”

Sejo built a new house at the site suggested by Toson and
moved in with his family. His wife became pregnant in the
first month and gave birth to Wang Kon, the future founder of
the Koryo dynasty. After Wang Kon had conquered large
parts of the dying Silla kingdom, Toson helped him select a
site for the capital of the new dynasty. This site became the
future city of Kaesong.

Wang Kong, now ruling as King Taejo, was a devout
Buddhist and personally friendly with many Zen monks of the
time. He appointed many of them to high official positions at
his court. During his reign, Taejo ordered the building of some
3,800 temples, and just before his death he promulgated ten
admonitions to guide his successors, based on his belief that
the prosperity of the kingdom was derived from the protective
powers of the Buddhas. One of the admonitions says, “We
must build temples for both Son (Zen) and Kyo (sutra) schools
and appoint abbots to them, so that they may perform the
proper ceremonies and themselves cultivate the Way.”

Geomancer-monks have been a prominent feature of Korean
Buddhism since its earliest days. Rather than pursue the
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rigorous discipline of Zen training, many monks chose to
learn the science of geomancy and pursue status and wealth,
especially in the new capital of Kaesong, a thriving Buddhist
metropolis. Even as geomancer-monks made Buddhism all-
powerful at the Koryo court, the religious establishment
became internally weak and corrupt. Eventually, neo-Confu-
cian bureaucrats staged their own rebellion against a corrupt
Buddhist clergy. However, the new capital of the Choson
dynasty (1392-1910), which became the bulwark of Confu-
cian ascendancy in Korea, was chosen by a Buddhist monk,
Zen Master Muhak (1317-1405). Muhak converted the future
founder of the Choson dynasty to Buddhism, and helped him
select the present city of Seoul as the capital of his new
kingdom.

Most Korean geomancers are of the opinion that the most
auspicious places in the mountains are occupied by Buddhist
temples. A history of the temples certainly supports this
opinion, since most temples have stood on the same site in
some form or another for twelve or thirteen centuries. The
majority of the temples were built or renovated during the
Koryo period and have geomantic legends telling how the site
was chosen. This would show why some temples are located
in very difficult, inaccessible locations. The temples tend to
be found on mountain slopes encircled by mountain ranges,
and have watercourses nearby. Some of the famous temples
such as Haein-sa, Tongdo-sa, and Bulguk-sa are located in
such places. Even today many Buddhist monks in Korea are
quite knowledgeable about geomancy and are consulted by
members of their sangha for advice in this matter.

A symbiotic relationship between geomancy and Bud-
dhism in Korea may be seen in the use of grey color. Accord-
ing to geomantic principles, grey color is soothing to the
nerves. Korean monks have their robes made of grey color,
and lay Buddhists in Korea also wear grey clothes, especially
when visiting a temple.

Geomantic folk narratives in Korea are closely tied to
Buddhist ethics such as charity. In many cases, a Buddhist
monk pointed out an auspicious site to a person who was
generous and devout. In some cases, an evil person was even
misled by the monks to ruin the auspiciousness of the location
which they owned.

Many Korean rulers during the Koryo and Choson (1392-
1910) dynasties made journeys to mountainous or wilderness
areas to find and evaluate the geomantic harmony of auspi-
cious places for building new capitals, Buddhist temples,
pagodas and secondary palaces for the royal family. Histori-
cally speaking, most important Buddhist temples and pagodas
of the Koryo period were built in order to reinforce the
harmony of the geomantic landscape.

The selection of a grave-site has been an occupation of
uncommon interest in the Korean mind. Geomancers do not
claim to know the mechanism by which the spirit of a dead
person buried in an auspicious grave-site affects the fortunes
of the surviving family. But faith in the power of such an

Continued on next page

Winter/Spring 1991

PRIMARY POINT
it

WISDOM PUBLICATIONS
Wisdom offers the largest selec-
tion of Buddhist books available,
as well as sacred art and practice
items.

Wisdom Catalogue of Buddhist
Books. The Catalogue includes
books, tapes, transcripts, and art
from all Buddhist traditions: his-
tory, biography, philosophy, East-West, art, children's
books, language books, etc. $3.95. Our books and art are
also available at out Boston bookshop. Please visit.

WISDOM, 361 Newbury St., Boston, MA 02115.
Orders (800) 272-4050, Tel (617) 536-3358.

J~Rl<_P"fLR\ STALS. WITH PURC HASF

E 01 $5 OR MORE;

* new & used Buddhist books
» psychology & philosophy
* world religions

BE HERE NOW video rentals
BOOKSTORE new age

10 STATE STREET . crystals/jewelry
BRISTOL, RI 02809 tarot readings

403-3524030 special orders accepted
call for directions OPEN 7 DAYS!
NEW LOCATION!  MON. - SAT. 10 - 6 (FRI 'TIL 9)
SUN.12-5

Summer Residential Training at

ZEN MOUNTAIN
MONASTERY

A challenging daily monastic schedule of zazen, personal
study with John Daido Loori, Sensei (ZMM Abbot and
teacher), chanting, work practice, body and art practice,
academic study, monthly meditation intensives (sesshin),
the opportunity to study Kyudo (Zen Archery), Zen
Gardening, Kendo, Aikido, and more.

UNIQUE “BORN AS THE EARTH” PROGRAM
A powerful summer training program integrating the
teachings of Zen and the environ-
ment through residential monas-
tic practice and retreats, using
the wilderness as a teacher.
‘\ Retreats will include Canoeing
- Skills, Wilderness Training,
Whlte Water Canoe Trip, and
Zen Photography (a retreat on
“seeing” with Daido Sensei). Don't
: miss this rare opportunity to chal-
lenge your understanding of yourself
and this great Earth. Call or write for brochure.

ZEN MOUNTAIN MONASTERY
P.O. Box 197PP, Mt. Tremper, NY 12457
(914) 688-2228
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Through Many Dynasties

Continued from previous page

auspicious grave-site has been of paramount councern to
Koreans. Many people selected sites for their graves even
while they were still alive. Grave-sites have been the cause of
many bloody conflicts in Korean history, among both the
nobility and the common people. Overall, finding a proper
grave-site came to be more important and popular in Korean
geomancy than finding a suitable dwelling-place. This no
doubt has to do with the Confucian world-view that the
existence of “I” does not terminate with the death of a person
but continues living through the descendants.

Ever since the introduction of geomancy into Korea, there

has been an intimate relationship between the geomantic
world-view and the social ethic of Buddhism. The connection
between making harmony with a geographic location and
making harmony with people around you is a logical and
organic one. Even in the worst years of Buddhism’s persecu-
tion by Korean Confucianists, the idea of making harmony
with your surroundings retained a strong hold on the Korean
mind.

Overall, geomancy has encouraged a world-view in which
human beings and nature can both be passive and active at the
same time. Once the harmony is established in a site, humans
should keep an unchanging relationship by avoiding signifi-
cant interferences with nature. Thus geomancy encourages a
stable (but not static) rather than a radically changing way of
life. O

Balancing the Energy at Providence Zen Center

Do An Sunim, Ji Do Poep Sa Nim

The location and design of the buildings at Providence Zen Center have been strongly influenced by geomantic principles.
Ideally a temple site would be encircled by a “Blue Dragon” and a “White Tiger” much like a mother’s arms surround and protect
a young child. The location of the Diamond Hill Zen Monastery demonstrates these characteristics and thereby provides an
environment for meditation practice which is sheltered from the concerns of the outside world and whose energy is nurturing and
supportive. The monastery is fronted by a large pond fed by a meandering stream, both of which encourage the accumulation of
vital ch’i. The curvilinear design of the Monastery’s traditional Korean roof is also intended to retain benefical ch’i.

The newest projects at Providence Zen Center, the Peace Pagoda and a pond in front of the main Dharma Hall, are both being
planned in accordance with geomantic principles. The Peace Pagoda symbolizes our great vow and direction — to relieve the

Dharma
Room

Abbot
House

Resident
Wings

Peace Pagoda

The Peace Pagoda under construction at Providence Zen Center will balance the geomancy of the complex.

suffering of this world. The design and location of the Pagoda has taken into account geomantic principles of geographic harmony
and a balanced relationship with existing structures. Its location is intended to accumulate and enhance the energy flowing from
the surrounding hills. Its location and size will also correct a present asymmetry within our existing buildings, creating a more
harmonious energy relationship.

Geomancy is a very interesting body of ancient wisdom, leading to some very useful and helpful insights into how to live in
a harmonious way. However, Zen means not being dependent on anything. Most important is keeping a mind which is clear and
helping others; this is our practice. If we become attached to good geomancy, energy, or anything, then we have already created
a hindrance. In many ways a situation which is not so good can also be helpful to our practice since it allows us to see ourselves
more clearly. As an Ancient Worthy once noted, the most beautiful lotus flowers emerge from the most murky swamps. O
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Tsultrim Allione
Laurie Anderson
Chao-Chou
Dogen

Issan Dorsey
China Galland
Allen Ginsberg
Philip Glass
Goenka

Maha Gosananda
Joan Halifax

and much more.

Andrew Harvey
Hui-Neng
Catherine Ingram
Jack Kornfield
Joanna Macy
Peter Matthiessen
Milarepa

Susan Moon

Iris Murdoch
Thich Nhat Hanh
Tae Hungse Nim

- What VehlclePulls All TheseV()lces ogether:

Mayumi Oda
David Schneider
Shakyamuni
Han Shan
Sujata

Suzuki

Robert Thurman
Alan Watts

Ken Wilber
Ruay Wurlitzer
Yasodhara

fricycle

This new independent quarterly for all kinds of Buddhists
features art, photography, poetry, fiction, film, interviews,
profiles, and dharma discourses old and new. With editor-in-
chief Helen Tworkov and editor-at-large Rick Fields, every issue
explores ethics, ecology, history, politics, social action projects,

Don't miss Spalding Gray's encounter with the Dalai Lama,
and Gary Snyder on the Practice of Poetry and Meditation

in the premier issue.

Subscribe now—only $20 (US) a year, for 4 issues.

STATE

zip

V BILL ME

make check payable to—  Tricycle: THE BUDDHIST REVIEW
Subscription Dept. TRI
PO Box 3000

Denville, NJ 07834
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