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INKA CEREMONY FOR

Dennis Duermeier

On December 5, 2020, Dennis Duermeier received inka in a virtual online ceremony.

DHARMA COMBAT

Tim Lerch JDPSN: We've known each other a very
long time. We practiced together many years ago, and
I always have fond memories of that. It seems that this
dharma path is something of a long and winding road,
and I think you might be a good example of that. As
Bobby said, you got inka, then you stepped away, and
now you've come back. I actually think that’s wonder-
ful—inspiring actually, to leave and come back. But it
means it’s a long and winding road. Explain to me how
you've gotten here today with such a long and winding
road.

Dennis Duermeier JDPSN: Through the back door.

Lerch PSN: I don’t see a back door my friend.

Duermeier PSN: That’s the problem with Zoom,
but not enough?

Lerch PSN: Thank you Dennis.

¥

Question: So. The path might have been long and
winding, but I was in the winding bit I think in Aus-
tralia. Tell me, Diamond Sangha and Kwan Um: same
or different?

Duermeier PSN: You already understand.

Q: Please teach me.

Duermeier PSN: Just now we are talking to each

other. Is that Diamond or is that Kwan Um?
Q: Thank you for your teaching.

¥

Question: When youre teaching, what is the most
important thing?

Duermeier PSN: How can I help you?

Q: Thank you.

INKA SPEECH
[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

In this whole universe, nowhere is there such a thing
as a teacher.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

In every moment, your true teacher is right in front
of you.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

No teacher, true teacher . . . which one is correct?
KATZ!

If you pick and choose correct or incorrect,
even Buddha cannot teach you.

A long time ago, I heard someone say that
teachers are the fruit of the sangha. I thought
that was pretty cool. Think of fruit—usually
good to look at, maybe smells good, certainly
tastes good. Maybe you think the fruit is the
nicest, most useful part of a plant, even in some
sense a culmination. I thought that when I
heard the saying, and I probably thought teach-
ers had the same relationship to a sangha. But
that is a misunderstanding of a fruit’s job and
of a teacher’s job and of fundamental relation-
ships.

Without the blossom there is no fruit; with-
out the branch, there is no blossom; without the
stem or stalk, there is no branch; without the
roots, there is no stem or stalk; without the seed,
there are no roots—each one doing its own job.
You cannot say any one job is more important.
The job of fruit is to serve the plant, to give all



of itself away, so that a seed might survive and
the plant spread and flourish, all by natural
process. Mysterious, but nothing special.

Similarly, the only way a teacher can ap-
pear is from within the nurturing web of re-
lationships that we call a sangha. Teaching is
only an iteration of the job we've all commit-
ted to, which comes from our clear direction,
which is not for me. Again, nothing special.

If a sangha thinks a teacher is special, that’s a
problem. If a teacher thinks teachers are spe-
cial, that’s a bigger problem. Be careful!

So we're all bound up in this together, and
today we make this ceremony together. Some-
times, when we have a precepts ceremony,
people who have already taken precepts will
participate to reconfirm their precepts. So to-
day, doing this together, we've all recommitted
ourselves to our direction for the sake of this
world.

I talked about a plant’s job. In this world, all things
know their job and just do it. Trees just grow up, up,
up; water just flows down, down, down. Only human
beings don’t know their job. Because we have attach-
ment thinking, we make I-my-me. Consequently, we
live lives of fear, anxiety, and confusion. We create suf-
fering for ourselves and all beings around us. Very little
investigation is necessary to realize the truth of our situ-
ation.

One morning after practice many years ago, I sent a
poem to Zen Master Seung Sahn:

Ousside, the spring rain falls,
Settling all dust.
How can daffodils bloom with no Dharma?

Not long after, he wrote back and said:

Dharma appears, then all flowers cannot bloom.

So don’t make anything.

Don’t touch flower’s job, only find your job and do ir.
Then flower is very happy.

So we have to find our human job and just do it.
How? Again, we make our direction clear: not for me.
So simple and yet seemingly so difficult. An immediate
conflict seems to arise. Because we make I-my-me, we
love ourselves above all else. No teaching, no dharma,
no teacher can resolve this conflict, this kong-an, for us.
We have to look within ourselves in a sustained way, ten
thousand years nonstop, to see the truth of our lives.
Then, we make ours what had been an article of faith,
that all beings partake of original nature but simply
have not seen it. Then, living our correct situation, cor-
rect relationship, and correct function is possible. The
name for that is the great bodhisattva way.

I sincerely thank all the uncountable teachers, both

seen and unseen, who have helped me moment to mo-
ment throughout my life. My sincere hope is that this
ceremony today helps us all to complete the great work
of life and death and save all beings from suffering.

Thank you.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

Find your human-being job!

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

Just do it!

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

Finding your job, doing it, are they the same or dif-
ferent?

KATZ!

Flowers blooming on the altar, candles burning

brightly. ¢

Dennis Duermeier [DPSN began practice with the Kan-
sas Zen Center in 1981. He was involved in buying and
renovating the first residential Zen center in Kansas, and
later became its abbot. In 2000 he received inka from
Zen Master Seung Sahn. In 2004, for personal reasons,
he left the Kwan Um School of Zen, and eventually spent
several years living in Australia. In 2018, he returned to
the United States and to the Kwan Um School. In 2020,
under the guidance of Zen Master Bon Hae, his authori-
zation to teach was reaffirmed. He has worked in a variety
of building trades for most of his life, with later jobs in
government service in both the United States and Austra-
lia, before retiring in 2018. He now lives at, and again
serves as abbot of, the Kansas Zen Center.
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INKA CEREMONY FOR

Kwan Haeng Sunim

On December 13, 2020, Kwan Haeng Sunim received inka in a virtual online ceremony.

DHARMA COMBAT

Carlos Montero JDPSN: Hello Sunim, good after-
noon. So good to see you. I also miss you a lot.

Kwan Haeng Sunim: Nice to see you. We enjoy
your talks up here.

Montero PSN: You and I have sat a lot of retreats
together, and in the last few years you've been head
dharma teacher for Kyol Che when I would come as a
guest teacher and teach for a week. I will never forget,
one morning we were doing bows and 1 was keeping
count, and at the number 107 you said last bow. And
I was wondering, what happened to the 108th bow?
What happened to it?

KHSN: You already understand.

Montero PSN: I'm asking you.

KHSN: Last bow!

Montero PSN: So what happened to it?

KHSN: Not enough?

Montero PSN: No, not today.

KHSN: Dog runs after the bone.

Montero PSN: All right, thank you my friend.

¥

Terry Cronin JDPSN: Hello Sunim! It is so good
to see you here. I have a question for you. You're a
black man, I'm a Caucasian man. But we’re both men.
Where do we stand on the privilege pecking order in
this country?

KHSN: You already understand.

Cronin PSN: Please teach me.

KHSN: We're sitting here talking together. Why are
you making all these silly things?

Cronin PSN: [Laughing.] To test your mind, my
friend. Thank you for teaching me.

¥

Question: Thank you so much for becoming a tea-
cher. I can’t wait to have an interview with you.

KHSN: I'm looking forward to it!

Q: A while back you had a talk at the Cambridge
Zen Center, and you shared with us how you found
the path of Zen because you had a lot of anger and you
were trying to do something with that anger. And your
talk helped me a lot because I have a lot of anger. My

question for you is, what is original anger?

KHSN: You already understand.

Q: Please teach me.
KHSN: Argh!
Q: [Laughing.] That's what I thought. Thank you.

INKA SPEECH

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.)

Black is white. White is black.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.)

Not black, not white.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.)

Black is black, white is white. What are you?
KATZ!

Photo: Albert Lee
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We are all sitting here, and there are many colorful faces
in the Zoom this evening,

Many years ago, Zen Master Hui Neng went to see Zen
Master Hung Jen. When he went to see him, Hung Jen said
to him, “Why do you come here?” And Hui Neng said, “I
come here only to become a Buddha.” Hung Jen said to
him, “But you're a southerner, an aborigine, how can you
become a Buddha?” And Hui Neng said, “In Buddha na-
ture, is there a south or not?”

We have the four great vows, and I want to talk about
the second great vow. “Delusions are endless; we vow to
cut through them all.” Originally, this universe was empty.
Then something appeared. What appeared is delusion. If
we cut our attachment to this delusion, then life can be
bliss. And so, Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is inside.”
The Buddha said, “The Tathagata lives in the land of bliss,
even while he’s still in his body.”

For myself, what I do practicing here at the Zen center
is I go into the dharma room and I sit down, and I prac-
tice. Like all of us. Just back to this moment. I don't plan
to walk around in a blissful state, and no Buddhist actually
does. And so what happens when I sit down and bring my-
self back to this moment, whatever I'm holding on to in
that moment lets go.

And then of course my mind wanders and picks up all
that stuff. And once again I bring myself back again to this
moment. And again, my mind goes, I bring it back. In
this process of just bringing myself back to this moment, a
very simple process, just always have this beginner’s mind,
because there’s nothing really to learn here but only persis-
tence, try mind, and direction.

Any time when I do that and sit in the evening or in the
morning, when I leave the Zen room my consciousness is
always lighter. 'm holding on to less. Actually, there’s not a
whole lot to say about that, because that’s what the practice
is. You do that. And of course, when you do that, you have
direction, because you understand, there is no I, my, and
me. So why see only what I can do for myself? Instead, how
can I help others?

Years ago, when I was an adolescent, I was diagnosed
with PTSD, this stressful state. I was taking medicine at
the time. Post-traumatic stress syndrome, I guess is what
it is. And I took medicine at the time. I was actually quite
sensitive to noise, and noise would bother me and an-
noy me a lot. But later on I started practicing, and you
can imagine in the Zen room, while sitting, sometimes I
would be quite annoyed and stressed with the noise going
on around me.

One time I went to see Zen Master Seung Sahn. This
was back in the 1980s, and he had come here for sangha
weekend, and I had come up here to this room to see him.
[(Kwan Haeng Sunim is giving this talk from Zen Master
Seung Sahn’s room at the Providence Zen Center—Ed.)

I said “Zen Master Seung Sahn, you know when I'm

practicing in the dharma room with this certain particular
teacher, his YM]J]J retreats are always noisy! You've got to
say something to this guy. I don’t know what’s going on
there.”

And Zen Master Seung Sahn looked at me and said,
“That noise is like alarm clock.”

He didnt usually speak a lot to me when giving me
teaching; he was just very clear, and that has been one of
the best teachings in my life.

So what is this “That noise is like alarm clock?” Like
alarm clocks waking me up. And its been a teaching, to
the extent that I could attain that teaching, that has helped
make my life easier.

The meaning of that is, when I'm sitting there, and
there’s noise, I just listen to the noise. And after a while
my mind goes away, and then maybe comes back. And
I will just hear. And that noise and this moment are not
different. That’s the process I learned.

This post-traumatic stress syndrome for me is far much
less than it was. I won't say it's 100 percent gone, but it’s
a whole lot less. It just takes looking at oneself and seeing
who or what we are. How do we connect with the universe?

Before that I had no idea who I was and where my body
ended and where society’s body began.

Having said that. This dharma talk kinda comes to an
end.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

Red is yellow, and yellow is red.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table with
the stick.)

Not red, not yellow.

[Raises the Zen stick over his head, then hits the table with
the stick.)

Yellow is yellow. Red is red.
Who are you?

KATZ!

I thank you for your support this evening. 4

Kwan Haeng Sunim met Zen Master Seung Sahn at the
Cambridge Zen Center in 1986. He ordained as a novice
monk in 1998 at Chik Chi Sa Temple in South Korea, and
in 2003 he received full bhikkhu (monastic) precepts at Tong
Do Sa Temple, also in South Korea. He has lived and prac-
ticed mainly ar Hwa Gye Sa and Mu Sang Sa temples in
Korea, where he performed the jobs of housemaster, media
director, and head monk. Kwan Haeng Sunim received inka
in December 2020, and he currently teaches and practices at
the Providence Zen Center, Rhode Island.

PRIMARY POINT Summer 2021

[7



8]

INKA CEREMONY FOR

Dyan Eagles

On December 13, 2020, Dyan Eagles received inka in a virtual online ceremony.

DHARMA COMBAT

Question: So last year we sat the first week of Kyol Che
together, which was wonderful. But this year there’s a pande-
mic and so were not sure about Kyol Che. So where should
we sit Kyol Che this year?

Dyan Eagles JDPSN: You already understand.

Question: So please teach me.

Eagles PSN: At your house!

Q: [Laughing] OK! Welcome! I'll see you then. Thank you

very much.
¥

Zen Master Bon Hae: 'm gonna start crying. Forty-four
years ago when I started practicing, you were already a dhar-
ma teacher. And I remember you and Mark [Zen Master Bon
Haeng] running around spritzing each other with plant spray
in your dharma robes the first time I walked into Cambridge
Zen Center. And you were so important to me in my own
practice when I was in Cambridge and I'm so grateful to you.
My question to you is, what took you so long?

Eagles PSN: [Laughing.] You already understand.

ZMBH: But I'm asking you.
Eagles PSN: Better late then never, Judy!
ZMBH: [Laughing.] All right!

¥

Question: So Dyan, we had the distinct pleasure of sitting
all of Kyol Che together last winter.

Eagles PSN: Yes.

Q: And you sat across from me. I was in the mokrok seat,
and if you remember, almost every night, we would do yoga
together and inevitably Sunim would have us go like this.
[Mimics jumping up and down.] And you and I would look at
each other and do our best just not to start laughing—we'd
have these big smiles on our face. I think you had to leave for
the last week. Is that correct?

Eagles PSN: Yeah. Yeah I had to leave.

Q: Yeah. And you're gone, and so I'm doing this. [Mi-
mics jumping up and down again.] But you weren't there and
I missed you. I had no one to smile at. So my question is, at
first I had someone to smile at and go like this with. [Mimics
Jjumping up and down.] And then you were gone and I had no
one to smile at. What does that mean?

Eagles PSN: Theran stand up for a minute.

Q: OK.

[Both Dyan and Theran stand up.]

Eagles PSN: Are you ready?

[They both start jumping up and down together and lau-
ghing]

Eagles PSN: All right!

Q: Only that?

Eagles PSN: Not enough?

Q: Fifty percent.

Eagles PSN: Go drink tea.

Q: Thank you, Dyan.

DHARMA SPEECH
[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the floor with
the stick.)

An eminent teacher once said, “Better late than never.”

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the floor with
the stick.)

She also said, “Better never late!”

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the floor with
the stick.)

Late, never late: which one do you like?

KATZ!

PRIMARY POINT Summer 2021



Today is December 13, 2020 and we are gathered on
Zoom for this inka ceremony.

Welcome everyone. I'm so happy that you could be here
today on Zoom with me. First, I'd like to express my grati-
tude to everyone who has taught me and practiced with me
for all these years, and it certainly has been many. I'm espe-
cially grateful to Zen Master Seung Sahn for his teaching and
for showing me my direction in life. I so wish that Dae Soen
Sa Nim could be here today. I think he would be very happy.
He always wanted me to be a teacher. I met him when I was
only twenty-two years old, and of all the people in my life,
he’s had the most profound influence.

I'would also like to express special gratitude to Zen Master
Soeng Hyang (Bobby), who's been like an older sister to me
since the very beginning; Zen Master Bon Yeon (Jane), my
guiding teacher; Zen Master Hae Kwang (Stanley); Zen Mas-
ter Bon Shim (Ola); and Zen Master Wu Kwang (Richard).
I'm blessed to have you as good friends and teachers. And
thank you to all the sangha, and especially my good practi-
cing friends at the Cambridge Zen Center.

I'm very honored to accept this new job of Ji Do Poep
Sa Nim. I'm looking forward to learning to be a teacher and
to fulfilling my obligation to my own teacher, Zen Master
Seung Sahn. Zen Master Seung Sahn’s teaching boiled down
to two things: find your true self, and then use your life to
help all beings. He was a master at both, and an inspiration
to me. He always said, “This life has no meaning, no reason,
and no choice. So you! You must give it great meaning, great
reason, and great choice.” But how do we do that? For me,
that’s always been a big question. How do I use my life?

When I first lived at the Zen center, I drove a truck deli-
vering Pepsi-Cola. I was Pepsi’s first woman truck driver. My
only claim to fame in this lifetime. I was an ardent feminist,
and I loved my job. I loved having my own route, and I loved
being in the union. I was very proud of myself. And I loved
being living proof that a woman could do all these things that
previously had been the sole domain of men. At that time,
a woman might work in an office all week and only make
$125. Every week at Pepsi, I just punched the clock, and wi-
thout selling a single case of soda, just showing up at work, I
made $400 a week. I loved that. In the wintertime when the
business was slow, I would pull my truck over by the side of
the road and I would read the Third Patriarch’s famous poem,
the Hsin Hsin Ming (“Faith in Mind”). I'm sure you know it.
It goes “The great way is not difficul; only don’t make likes
and dislikes.” T had a litde booklet that I kept in my truck.

I was a young Zen student with a big truck and a big
question. Then, one day, a group of us had to go somewhere.
I think it was to New Haven Zen Center to make the Perceive
World Sound chanting tape. I was sitting in the back seat with
two other people, and Bobby was sitting up in the front, in
the passenger’s side. I was going on and on about how great
my job was and all the money I was making, and just on
and on. And suddenly Bobby turns around and she says to
me, “Well, I dont see what’s so great about selling poison to

people.” T couldn’t believe it! I couldn’t believe that she said
that. I was so mad at her. I was really mad. She burst my
bubble.

But her remark penetrated my consciousness. I had never
thought about my job that way before. I had only thought
about my job in terms of how it benefitted me, what was so
great about it for me. So, as the days went on, I started to feel
like maybe I should do something else with my life. T still
kept working at Pepsi, but it wasn’t really the same anymore.
Finally, one day they offered me a job in management, and
I would have to travel around the country for my training,
And I was just about to marry a local boy who worked in his
family’s business. So it seemed like a really good time to leave
the company, and so I did.

Now I wasn’t sure what to do next, so I decided to do
a hundred-day retreat. Bobby was about to go off and do
her first hundred-day retreat, and I wanted to do that too. I
always tried to be like Bobby. She was my role model, and
actually she still is. So, I asked Zen Master Seung Sahn if T
could go, but he said no. It was too soon. But I begged him
and finally he said OK, and he made a schedule for me and
told me what to eat and not to be afraid if the demons came
at night. And so off I went on my hundred-day retreat up
in Maine.

But he was right. It was too soon. I was back in twenty-
one days. I missed my boyfriend too much. My demon was
a very cute one. His name was Mark Houghton, who is now
Zen Master Bon Haeng. But while I was on the retreat, the
idea for DharmaCrafts appeared. I thought to myself, “Yes!
Finally! A good way to use my life! I will make a company,
and it will support people’s practice by making meditation
cushions. It will serve as a vehicle for the propagation of the
dharma by selling books and teaching materials. And final-
ly, it would provide a venue for Buddhist artists to sell their
work. What a great idea!” You could see it was too early. It
was a “many-thinking” retreat.

So when I got home, I went to Chinatown in Boston
with ten dollars. I bought some fabric, and I started Dhar-
maCrafts in my bedroom at the Cambridge Zen Center.
Now with DharmaCrafts, my Zen aspirations and my eve-
ryday life came closer together. But DharmaCrafts was still
only my outside job. My body’s job. It was mostly an idea—a
good idea, but an idea, nonetheless. I still needed to find my
inside job. What am I? What does it mean to be a human
being? What is my true human being’s job? How do I change
no meaning to great meaning?

We are all so lucky to have our practice. We have an actual
way to look inside and find our human nature and our true
job. Zen Master Seung Sahn always said, “To practice cor-
rectly, we need two things: correct direction and try mind.”
Correct direction means wanting to understand our true self
and help this world. Try mind means moment to moment,
do it! Try! Other people can point us in the right direction,
but only we ourselves can try. So it’s important for everyone,
all of us, to try. Then we can find our true way in this world

(Continued on p. 23)
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INKA CEREMONY FOR

Rebecca Otte

On December 5, 2020, Rebecca Otte received inka in a virtual online ceremony.

DHARMA COMBAT

Paul Majchrzyk JDPSN: A lot of people here who
don’t know you don’t realize that you're a midwife and
you've brought into this world over fifteen hundred hu-
man beings. But Zen Master Seung Sahn used to say
that human beings were “number one bad animal.” So
by bringing all these human beings into the world does
that make you a saint or a demon?

Rebecca Otte JDPSN: [Mimicking a baby crying.]

Majchrzyk PSN: [Laughing and bowing.)

¥

Jason Quinn JDPSN: This question is not, I would
say, important, but it is a curious question I have been
wondering. You've been in the school for a long time,
right? You must have been asked a lot of questions over
the years. What I'm curious about is what is the stupid-
est question someone has asked you?

Rebecca Otte JDPSN: The stupidest question any-
one has ever asked me is what is the stupidest question
anyone has ever asked me.

Otte PSN and Quinn PSN: [Laughing.]

Otte PSN: Thank you!

Quinn PSN: Thank you! I'm stupid.

Otte PSN: Not so much!

b

Question: When she was introducing you, Zen
Master Soeng Hyang said we need to have this authen-
tic listening. I don’t understand, because our ears are
always open. Even when our eyes are closed, our ears
are open. Our heart is closed, but our ears are open.
Our mind is closed, but our ears are open. Even when
we sleep . . .

Otte PSN: I'm sorry. I can’t hear you, Marshall.
Q: Shall I start again? Oh! [Bows.]

DHARMA SPEECH

The Compass of Zen tells us that great faith is an
essential element in Zen.

Great faith is no faith. No faith is great faith.

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

No great faith. No “no faith.”

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the table
with the stick.)

Great faith is great faith. No faith is no faith.

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the table
with the stick.)

What can you have faith in?
KATZ!
The sun is shining. The sky is blue.

I'm so grateful for each and every one of you. I also
want to express my gratitude to Zen Master Ji Haeng
and to all the members of my committee as well as all
the teachers who have patiently taught me and sup-
ported me through the years of practice. This wonderful
Zen practice, handed down to us through the millen-
nia, really does change the world. So I want to encour-
age you to keep trying. No matter what, just do it. Even
if you fail wholeheartedly, just keep trying.
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We have a Taoist kong-an in the Whole World Is a Single

Flower:

See the world as your self:

Have faith in the way things are.
Love the world as your self;

Then you can care for all things.

Why is having faith in the way things are important
to me?

Great faith means having faith in the way things are. It
is easy to have faith when everything is going well, you are
happy, you just passed your kong-an, or perhaps after a re-
treat when we all feel bonded to our fellow meditators and
are showing our gratitude. But what about having faith
in the way things are when you're doing the dishes? What
about having faith in the way things are when your best
friend dies or when you have a flat tire? What about hav-
ing faith in the way things are when you've turned sixty-
five and your knees don’t work anymore?

The Buddha was right—everything has this quality of
suffering, duhkha, this dissatisfaction with the way things
are. How can we have faith in the midst of our suffering,
the suffering of others, and the suffering of the planet?

There is a story about Dipa Ma and one of her atten-
dants. They were on a plane that had hit some bad tur-
bulence and the plane was jolting the passengers. Dur-
ing one particularly bad lurch, her attendant screamed.
Dipa Ma reached across the aisle, took her hand, and
very quietly said, “The daughters of the Buddha are fear-
less.” T love that. The Heart Sutra says “the mind is no
hindrance. Without any hindrance no fears exist.” The
daughters of Buddha are fearless. This is having faith in
the way things are. Zen Master Seung Sahn said the most
important thing you can do is to find the one pure and
clear thing—that even if the world were to explode to-
morrow, it couldn’t touch the one pure and clear thing in
the least bit. Dipa Ma knew in that moment that even if
the plane were to crash, everything would be OK. Such
equanimity, you know? Having faith in the way things
are allows you to accept whatever comes before you with-
out judgment and with tranquility.

One of our wonderful Zen stories is about a farmer
whose horse has run away. The neighbors come and be-
moan the fact that his only horse has run away. “What
terrible misfortune!” The farmer says, “We'll see.” The next
day, the horse comes home with several wild horses in tow.
The neighbors come to celebrate. “How wonderful! What
good fortune!” The farmer says, “We'll see.” The next day
the farmer’s son is trying to break one of the wild horses,
the horse bucks him off, and his son breaks his leg. The
neighbors say, “How unfortunate!” The farmer again says,
“We'll see.” The next day, the army general comes through
town looking for conscripts. And the son can’t go because
his leg is broken. “The neighbors say, “How fortunate.”

But again the farmer says, “We'll see.”

The farmer’s openness and calmness in the face of what
could have been distressing events is having faith in the
way things are. Having faith in the way things are is the
ultimate expression of this wide don’t-know mind.

And there is another aspect to this as well. Have faith
in the way you are! Zen Master Lin Chi says, “Don’t cre-
ate troubles by manipulating your way of life. Just be as
you are. Stay with yourself when life circumstance is upon
you. Be confidant in your own standpoint, and there will
not be a single problem with you.”

Be confident in your own standpoint! How many of
us lose sight of our own standpoint? It is, after all, the
everyday mind. So simple and yet so marvelous, and it is
always there. Zen Master Seung Sahn says our true nature
is like the full moon in the sky. Sometimes clouds cover
it over, but the moon doesn’t disappear. When the clouds
move away, the moon is still shining brightly.

The Buddha said, “How wonderful! Each thing has
it! Each thing is complete! It and dust interpenetrate.”
The Buddha wasn’t talking about some abstract person or
some great bodhisattva—he was talking about you. He
was talking about all things. Even your woundedness is
part of the wholeness that is you and the part of you that
allows you to have empathy, so that you can help this
world. How wonderful! You have it! You are complete!

The Buddha said all things are complete. You can have
faith in that.

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then bits the table
with the stick.]

The Sixth Patriarch said all things are emptiness. You
can have faith in that.

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then bits the table
with the stick.]

Are you complete, or are you empty?
Complete is not complete. Empty is not empty.

[Raises the Zen stick over her head, then hits the table
with the stick.]

KATZ!

Today is December 5. The sun is shining. Many
Zooming faces. ¢
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