








364 VII. The Cheongheo Collection

you only discuss a person after you know that person; you should not choose 
that person by only hearing his words.

公須勿發輕言, 勿以自慢, 頻扣守庵之門, 乞受攝心之方, 以得妙爲入門也. 守庵

渠家, 守道先生也. 深有刮眼底手段, 亦莫尋常草草看. 呵! 呵! 少有開手之分, 

故不覺信筆, 如許縷縷, 亦恕之.

Sir, you should not speak carelessly, you must not be proud of yourself, 
but urgently fasten shut the door of your hermitage and beg to receive 
the method of controlling your mind so that you can attain the marvelous 
(Dharma) for entering the gate (of enlightenment). That person who 
maintains the hermitage is the teacher who maintains the Way. He 
profoundly possesses the techniques of rubbing the eyes (to see clearly). Do 
not examine them with an everyday carelessness.1081 Ha! Ha! I have but a 
little of the endowment to favor you with. Therefore I have unconsciously 
entrusted it to my brush, and so it has become so detailed. Please forgive me.

teachers, and even the entire Great Canon of the teachings in 5,418 fascicles are all given to people 
to be lamps and to be candles.” Cishou Shen Heshang shengtang songgu, XZJ 126.595b18–596a5.

1081	 亦莫尋常草草看; the Korean translation has “Do not read them with great effort.” It seems 
literally to read “Also do not examine them with the usual roughness,” although in modern Chinese 
草草了事 means to “do something carelessly.”
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In Memoriam
The Most Venerable Kasan Jikwan (1932–2012)

The heart and soul of this monumental publication project from its conception to its 

completion was the late Most Venerable Kasan Jikwan, Daejongsa, the 32nd President of 

the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism. Throughout his illustrious career as a scholar-monk, 

his cherished wish was to aid the study of Korean Buddhism overseas and to enable its 

legacy, which reaches back some seventeen hundred years, to become a part of the 

common cultural heritage of humankind. After years of prayer and planning, Ven. Kasan 

Jikwan was able to bring this vision to life by procuring a major grant from the Korean 

government. He launched the publication project shortly after taking office as president 

of the Jogye Order. After presiding over the publication of the complete vernacular Korean 

edition, Ven. Kasan Jikwan entered nirvān. a as the English version of The Collected Works  

of Korean Buddhism was in final manuscript stage. With the publication of the English 

version, we bring this project to completion and commemorate the teacher whose great 

passion for propagation conceived it, and whose loving and selfless devotion gave it 

form.

Ven. Kasan Jikwan was founder of the Kasan Institute of Buddhist Culture, President 

of the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism, and President of the Compilation Committee of 

Korean Buddhist Thought. A graduate of Haeinsa San. gha College, he received his doctorate 

in philosophy from Dongguk University in 1976. He led Haeinsa as the monastery’s head 

lecturer and abbot, and Dongguk University as Professor and the 11th President. After 

assuming the title of Daejongsa, the highest monastic rank within the Jogye Order, he 

became the 32nd President of the Jogye Order. 

The leading scholar-monk of his generation, Ven. Kasan Jikwan published over 

a hundred articles and books, ranging from commentaries on Buddhist classics to 

comparative analyses of northern and southern Vinayas. A pioneer in the field of metal 

and stone inscriptions, he published A Critical Edition of Translated and Annotated Epitaphs 

of Eminent Monks and also composed over fifty commemorative stele inscriptions and 

epitaphs. He compiled the Kasan Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, thirteen volumes of which 

have so far been published. He was the recipient of the Silver Crown Medal of Honor, 

the Manhae Prize for Scholarship, and the Gold Crown Medal of Honor for Outstanding 

Achievement in Culture, which was awarded posthumously. 

On January 2, 2012, Jikwan Sunim severed all ties to this world and entered quiescence  



at Gyeongguk Temple in Jeongneung-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul. He left behind these 

words as he departed from this world: “With this ephemeral body of flesh, I made a lotus 

blossom bloom in this Sahā world. With this phantom, hollow body, I reveal the dharma 

body in the calm quiescence of nirvān. a.” Jikwan Sunim’s life spanned eighty years, sixty-

six of which he spent in the Buddhist monastic order.
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